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- OCCUPIED GAZA (R) ■*- Israeli peace activist Abie -Nathan met a 
prominent Warn from the Gaza Strip on Saturday H> a 
■‘ bid-to unite P^stfeian grojipa before a 'proposed Middle East peace 
' ronfercoce. Mr. Nhlhaxu facmg charge? ft*: meeting Palestine Liberation 
Organistion (PLO) Chairman Y-tt&tr Arafat in violaaoir of laraefi law, 
said -ft was - his fim meetigg wfofi an Islamic activist. He met Mahmud 
Aaahar, & 46-yearr-okf surgeon and supporter of the outlawed Islamic 
' Resistance Movement known as Hamas. Mr. Nathan, a popular broadcas- 
ter who founded fee '’Voice of Peace" radio station, told reporters after 
"fte m eet ing he warned to ’’unite the Palestinian front to negotiate for 
' peace." Ha has previously served a prison term for breaking a taw barring 
contacts with the PLO. Hamas rivals the PLO- backed Unified Leadership 
of. the Uprising for control of the 44- month-old uprising. It has oRkally 
rejeeted U-S.-proposed peace talks with Israel. 
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Transfer of Kuwaiti gold completed 

KUWAIT CITY fAP) — Iraq has returned all 3,216 gold hare taken from 
Kuwait during the Gulf War and has begun sending commemorative coins 
back to Kuwait, a U.N. diplomat said Saturday. Richard Foran. a U.N. 
assistant secretary-genera! who is coordinating the transfer, said all of the 
goW was back in Kuwait's central bank vaults as of Thursday. The gold, 
weighing some 40 tonnes, has been valued at $650 million. He said 
commemorative coin sets were on the way. via the Saudi Arabian border 
dry of Arar. "‘On Monday we start bank notes, then Kuwaiti coins,” he 
said. He said he expected the transfers via Arar to be completed by the 
end of this month and gave a date of Sept. 14 for the start of the transfer of 
museum pieces and the national library. "We are very pleased with the 
gold," Mr. Foran said. ““ All this was handled in an extremely professional 
way. It could not have been better.*' Austrian bank experts were on hand 
at Arar to weigh the gold, and both Iraqi and Kuwaiti delegates signed 
off on the assessments. 
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% Iraq restores limited 
Int*! phone service 

NICOSIA (AP) — - Iraq Saturday 
restored limited international 
telephone service after more than 
six months without phone lines to 
the outside world* the Iraqi News 
Agency reported. -The agency, 
monitored in Cyprus, said 48 
international lines were now 
- available. Iraq's comm u nications 
network was a key target of coali- 
tion' bombers daring the Gulf 
war, Internal and international 
phone circuits were heavily dam- 
aged. Since then, the only phone 
circuits available were from port- 
able satellite phones brought in 
by visiting journalists and other 
officials. The Iraqi agency did not 
say which countries could be cal- 
led on the restored lines. 

Israel tests anti- 
missile missile 

TEL AVTV (R) — Israel success- 
fully test launched an anti-missile 
missile being developed for its 
navy, an Israel Aircraft Industry 
(IAI) spokesman said Saturday. 
It was the first test in sea condi- 
tions of the Barak (lightning) 
missile being developed by IAI, 
be said. The 98-kiiogramnje mis- 
sile 1 is suitable for smaller missile 
boats and large warships, LAI 
said in a statement. It has a range 
of up to 12 kilogrammes and can 
travel up to twice the speed of 
sound. The IAI spokesman 
would not say when the test rook 
place and refused to provide 
additional details on the Barak. 


Captors silent despite U.N. 
efforts to end hostage saga 


Sudan: U.S. 
mediation 

only through Nigeria 

KHARTOUM (AP) — ' Sudan's 
military government Saturday re- 
jected direct U S. mediation in ks 
long soothers civil war hnot said it 
remains ready for an African-led 
peace process. And Colonel 
Mohammad A! Amin. Khalifa, 
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negotiating a .diplomatic solution 
to the ruinous eight year-old con- 
flict,. said the 1 army never has 
been more capable of winning. 
Col. ' Khalifa* said the United 
Stattt or^yfaody.else who wants 
to medfrtd should do it through 
Pre&denl Ibrahim Babangidad of 
Nigeria^ current chairman of the 
Organisation- of African Unity 
(OAU). Hesmd Hennan Cohen, 
the assistatif U.S. secretary of 
state for J African affairs, recently 
asserted that direct inter c e s sion 
by Wuhingitpn is no longer 
DcedecL While Omar Hassasn A1 
Bashir's: go vernment welcomes 
help m tfce^search for peace. Col. 
Khalifa said, it wants it only 

tbrou^i Mr.’ Babangida. 
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Pakistan? police 
bust gang 

KARACHI (R) — Pakistani 
police said on Saturday they had 
smashed ai^eigbt-strong Karachi 
gang OTTOlve^ mr kadnappirrg a 
doz^ peo^e and stealing 200 
cars motorcycles. A spokes- 
man said. tjtrg gang belonged to 
the ciandesaduue Al Znlfikar group 
whidi authorities say is led from 
exile in Syria by M ui t aza Bhutto, 
brother.^ kama Prime Minister 
lenazir :Blmtt6.' Officials have 
often- blamed AT Zulfikar for 
sabotage and a crime wave in the 
s<Hiti»rri province of Smd, of 
which Karachi is the capital. Ms. 
Bbuuq,^ ^ now opposition leader, 
dismisses fee' allegations as an 
attenqst td ihalign her and a 
pretext & .victimise members of 
Iter Pakistan People's Party* 

l" ■ " 
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Iran prosecutor 
denies death 
sentence against 
unveiled women 

NICOSIA' .^(AP) — Iran’s 

Pf^^ct^-gewaral Saturday de- 
ped that women detained for 
Iffwring T dantic dress rules which 
man< ^fa ttiey cover their hair and 
body face fee death penalty, the 
official- Islamic Republic News 
Agency teported. “Those who do 
001 the Islamic dress 

c °des m lean are not executed 
and what fee 'Western media have 
attributed to me are pure lies,” 
Aabojfazf Musavi-Tabrizi told 
DRNATn a jfeone-in programme 
on Tehcan Radio Thursday, the 
prosecutor-general had said that 
ignoring fee dress code would be 
considered apostacy, punishable 
by death under Iran’s Islamic 
laws. ■■ ■ 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Pro- 
Iranian kidnappers maintained 
their silence Saturday despite a 
week of United Nations-Ied 
efforts !o arrange an exchange of 
Western hostages and missing 
Israeli soldiers for hundreds of 
Arab prisoners. 

The kidnappers’ lasr statement 
was an announcement of their 
release of American Edward Tra- 
cy last Sunday as Briton John 
McCarthy, freed three days ear- 
lier, banded over a letter from his 
captors to U.N. Secretary- 

General Javier Perez de Cuellar. 

Shiite Muslim fundamentalist 
sources said the Lebanese 
hostage-holders and Tehran were 
weighing their responses to the 
U.N. initiative and Israel's de- 
mand for word on the fate of its 
missing servicemen before any 
Arab prisoners could be freed. 

In an unprecedented request 
for help, the Islamic Jihad letter 
asked Mr. Perez de Cuellar to 
arrange a swap of fee hostages for 
the nearly 400 Lebanese and 
Palestinians captured from Leba- 
non by the Jewish state. 

Israel sent emissaries to meet 
the U.N. chief in Geneva but said 
any deal must include its seven 
soldiers and airmen missing in 
Lebanon, or their remains if they 
had died. It ruled out making any 
goodwill gestures, including the 
release of some of Arab prison- 
ers. before receiving evidence of 
fetir fate. 

“Those holding the Israelis or 
their remains know Israel will pay 
for the information,” a pro- 
Iranian folitical source said. 
“They are being very discreet, 
flhey want to see some kind of 
fatum, before giving out the in- 
formation.” 

The source said such informa- 
tion might be made available 
soon through diplomatic channels 
or by a statement, photograph or 
videotape delivered to the 


media.” It all depends on the 
assurances the captors receive.” 
the source said. 

Israel, meanwhile, offered to 
allow the Red Cross visit its most 
senior Shiite prisoner on condi- 
tion the Red Cross is also allowed 
to visit Israelis held in Lebanon. 

Uri Lubrani, Israel's top hos- 
tage negotiator, earlier this week 
reiterated that Israel is ready to 
make “gestures" in exchange for 
information on the seven missing 
Israelis. He elaborated Saturday 
with the offer to allow the Red 
Cross visit Sheikh Abdul Karim 
Obeid. 

However. Mr. Lubrani told 
Israel Radio that until Israel got 
irrefutable information on its mis- 
sing servicemen, nothing would 
move in fee hostage talks. 

Sheikh Obeid. 33, was kidnap- 
ped by Israeli agents from his 
home in South Lebanon in 1989. 
So far. Israeli authorities have 
prevented Red Cross delegations 
from visiting the Lebanese cleric, 
who is being held in a prison in 
northern Israel. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar was 
quoted as saying he believes a 
solution could be negotiated 
within two weeks despite new 
complications and demands. 

Among the complications. 
Iran’s ambassador to Germany 
suggested Friday that two Ger- 
man hostages may remain in cap- 
tivity unless Bonn frees two 
Lebanese — one jailed on a 
conviction of kilting a U.S. ser- 
viceman in a 1985 hijacking. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar has in- 
sisted that any exchange will not 
include prisoners held outside the 
Middle East, including the two 
brothers jailed in Germany 
Mohammad and Abbas Hamacti. 

The U.N. leader told a radio 
station in Lisbon he may have to 
interrupt a nine-day vacation in 
Portugal to continue the talks. 

“I’m glad to hear it. It is 


somethig which just proves that 
fee move of the secretary-general 
is beginning io bear fruit.” said 
Mr. Lubrani. 

Imad Moughneyeh, a founder 
of Islamic Jihad who allegedly 
masterminded the kidnapping of 
Westerners, returned to Beirut 
from Iran just before McCarthy's 
release and helped write the let- 
ter to Mr. Perez de Cuellar, 
fundamentalist and security 
sources reported. 

“Imad and his associates are 
now following up the various 
reactions to their move.” one 
source said. “They will soon 
come up with something indicat- 
ing how they think things are 
going.” 

At least nine Western hostages 
are believed held by Mr. Mough- 
neyeh and his associatess. They 
are live Americans, two Bn tons 
and two Germans. The longest- 
held, Americans Terry Anderson 
and Thomas Sutherland, were 
kidnapped in 1985. 

Italian Alberto Molinari was 
reportedly have been killed soon 
after his abduction in September 
1985. 

Sheikh Mohammad Hussein 
Fadlallah. spiritual mentor of 
Lebanon's fundamentalist 
Shiites, said at Friday prayers in 
Beirut that he feared U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush might block 
the U.N. leader's mediation 
effort. 

“We think according to fee 
American statements that they do 
not want to exert pressure on 
Israel to release the captives it 
holds," Sheikh Fadlallah said. 

“What attracts oar attention ... 
is feat fee U.S. president said he 
understands fee Israeli stand in 
getting back its soldiers and 
therefore he understands its re- 
fusal to release the detainess," he 
added: “The ball is now in fee 
American court.” 


Palestinians hold secret talks in 
London on peace parley 

Receive instructions from 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 


LONDON (R) — Palestinians 
from Israeli-occapied terrirtories 
have begun secret talks in Lon- 
don with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) to discuss 
approaches to a Middle East 
peace conference, Palestinian 
sources said Saturday. 

The sources named the Palesti- 
nian leaders as Faisal AI Hus- 
seixu, Han an Ashrawi and Zakar- 
ia AJ Agha. 

The same group, approved by 
fee PLO Executive Committee, 
led the Palestinian side in recent 
talks wife U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker. 

The sources said they met 
.senior PLO officials and leading 
Palestinian intellectuals from fee 
United States and Britain at an 
undisclosed location in London 
Friday night for the first of a 
series of meetings over the 
weekend. 

Among prominent Palestinian 
intellectuals at fee meeting were 
three academics, Edward Said. 
Ibrahim Abu Laghd and historian 
Walid Khatidi- Also involved is 
Nasser Kudwa, PLO delegate to 
the United Natioos. 


They had a working lunch 
Saturday with British Foreign 
Office officials, the sources 
added. 

“The committee began a series 
of meetings... to discuss Palesti- 
nian recommendations on the 
guarantees required by fee Un- 
ited States regarding a peace con- 
■fereoce on the Middle East,” one 
source said. 

The delegates were joined by a 
senior PLO official, not identi- 
fied, who brought PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat’s instructions from 
Tunis, the source added. 

Israel has agreed to attend a 
superpower-sponsored Middle 
East conference, which Mr. Bak- 
er wants to open in October, if 
the issue of Palestinian repre- 
sentation is resolved first. 

Israel refuses to talk to the 
PLO and wants to exclude 
Palestinains from Arab East Jeru- 
salem. The source said fee PLO 
sought guarantees regarding its 
role and Palestinian representa- 
tion at*a conference. 

Mr. Arafat’s instructions also 
included a call feat the goal of the 
conference be “to ensure Israeli 


withdrawal from territories occu- 
pied in fee 1967 Arab-lsraeli war. 
including East Jerusalem, in 
accordance with U.N. resolution 
242,” the source said, plus an 
assurance of an end to Israeli 
settlements in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

The committee’s recommenda- 
tions will be presented to the 
PLO leadership in Tunis for en- 
dorsement. 

Britain suspended contact with 
the PLO at ministerial level over 
the PLO's support for Iraq but 
recently became a diplomatic 
conduit between the Palestinians 
and Washington. 

Afif Sfieb, PLO representative 
in London, said the choice of the 
British capital for the present 
talks was “moving and symbo- 
lic," since Britain ruled Palestine 
before the creation of Israel in 
1948. 

“In London decades ago, deci- 
sions detrimental to the Palesti- 
nian people were taken and now 
meeting that we see favouring fee 
rebirth of Palestine are taking 
place in London,” he said. 


Israelis resume expulsion of 

Palestinian family members 


■ 

THE ISRAELI military administration has again 
begun deporting Palestinian women and children 
who were temporarily allowed to enter the 
occupied territories to rejoin their families, 
Israeli human rights organisations said Thursday 
(August 15). 

Three non-resident Palestinian women have 
already left and at least 20 others have received 
orders to leave immediately, according to YizKar 
Beer, the director of BTselem, an Israeli human 
rights organisation. 

Beer and other human rights workers charged 
Thursday that fee military had carried out the 
policy because of fear of an increase in die Arab 
population rather than because of any military or 
security threat 


A military administration spokesman con- 
firmed that deportation orders were again being 
issued to non-resident Palestinians who were 
married in fee last year and remained in the 
occupied territories without a valid permit. 

But fee spokesman said the military adminis- 
tration had agreed to a request from the rights 
group for a temporary halt in fee deportations 
while the issue is under review. 

While no exact figures exist, about 120,000 
Palestinian women and children are estimated to 
be living illegally in fee occupied territories, 
according to Arab human rights institutes. The 
total Arab population there is 1.7 million (The 
New York Times). 


Turkey wants Iraqi Kurds to expel PKK 


ISTANBUL (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Mesut Yilmaz said 
Saturday he had told Iraqi Kur- 
dish leaders to rid northern Iraq 
of rebel Turkish Kurds or face the 
consequences if fee job were left 
to Turkey, Anatolian news agen- 
cy said. 

Mr. Yilmaz told reporters that 
Jalai Talabani, leader of fee Pat- 
riotic Union of Kurdistan, and 
Massoud Barzani, who heads fee 
Kurdish Democratic Party, were 
told: “Either you clean up the 
PKK members, or, if we do it, 
then this will harm you as well.” 

Turkish troops crossed into 
northern Iraq on Aug. 5 to attack 
bases of the Kurdish Workers 
Party (PKK), whose seven-year 
secessionist campaign in south- 
eastern Turkey has claimed more 
than 3,300 lives. 

Mr. Talabani, who had earlier 
called Turkey’s cross-border op- 
eration a violation of internation- 
al law. said Friday Iraqi Kurdish 
guerrillas would prevent other 
groups from operating in north- 
ern Iraq once Turkish troops 
pulled our. 

A government source said Iraqi 
Kurdish groups gave Turkey in- 
formation to help it locate PKK 


targets in northern Iraq. 

Mr. Yilmaz said the “PKK 
terror" was largely being carried 
out by local leaders and that it 
had grown way behind the con- 
trol of the group’s leader. Abdul- 
lah Oca lan. 

In the latest attack by fee PKK. 
rebels fired rwo rockets at a 
gendarme post in Malatya town 
in the southeast Friday night but 
nobody was hurt as the rockets 
missed fee target. 

Mr. Yilmaz also said Turkey's 
presence in the U.S. -led multina- 
tional force in southeastern Tur- 
key allowed Ankara to carry out 
reconnaissance flights in Iraq's 
northern areas where Baghdad 
has no control. 

Ogus Kaan Koksal, governor 
of the town of Malatya. said PKK 
rebels fired fee rockets from a 
hilltop about 500 metres from fee 
post. They fell on empty land 
nearby. 

“They escaped in fee darkness 
but security teams are continuing 
operations to find them,” said 
Mr. Koksal. 

On Thursday 14 rebels, a sol- 
dier and a policeman were killed 
in a gunbattle between security 
forces and PKK guerrillas near 


another town in the southeast, 
Sirvan. 

The night before three soldiers 
were killed by a band of about 90 
guerrillas on a main road in 
southeastern Turkey. 

In London, a Kurdish rebel 
leader claimed Friday Iraq was 
moving troops into Kurdish 
towns and sending helicopters to 
a base near fee Turkish border. 

Barham Saleh of the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan also said 
large numbers of Iraqi troops and 
security forces were “ejecting" 
Kurds from around the oil centre 
of Kirkuk in what he called a 
“dramatic escalation of the Ara- 
bisation policy.” 

The Kurds want Kirkuk in- 
cluded in a deal now being 
negotiated with the Iraqi govern- 
ment to grant a measure of auton- 
omy to the Kurdish north. The 
city has a large Kurdish popula- 
tion but also includes Iraqi Arabs 
and Turkomans. 

Mr. Salem claimed 2,726 pieces 
of land had been seized and 
registered in the name of Arab 
settlers to replace Kurds in fee 
city. 

He said Iraqi troop movements 
had also been observed in the 


cities of Erbil and Sulaimaniya. 

“Helicopters hare been seen 
overflying and landing at a milit- 
ary base in Akra north of the 36th 
parallel dose to the Turkish bor- 
der not far from Duhuk.” he said. 

Mr. Salem contended this 
breached the agreement under 
which allied forces pulled out of 
northern Iraq, where they had 
been protecting Kurdish refugees 
after a short-lived rebellion 
againsi Baghdad at fee end of the 
Gulf war. 

Iran and the office of fee U.N. 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
have made plans to give shelter to 
Iraqi refugees during fee winter, 
fee Islamic Republic News Agen- 
cy said Saturday. 

The agency said Iran and the 
United Nations will construct 
prefabricated shelters, a water 
supply system and sanitary facili- 
ties for the refugees in moun- 
tainous northeastern Iran. 

Ii said the first phase of the winter 
lodging plan would provide shelter 
for 40.000 refugees. 

IRNA did not give any figures for 
the number of Iraqi refugees, mostly 
Kurds, who remained in northeastern 
Iran. 


Iran 


million 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — Iran, 
fee second biggest crude exporter 
in the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC), 
said Saturday it was pressing 
ahead with plans to increase oil 
production capacity to five mil- 
lion barrels per day (bpd) from 
3.5 million at present. 

Oil Minister Gholamreza 
Aqazadeh said Iranian teams had 
embarked on an extensive drilling 
programme to increase output. 
Foreign drilling experts will also 
be invited to join them. 

“We are working to increase 
our capacity. I hope by March 
1993 we will reach the capacity of 
five million,” Mr. Aqazadeh said 
during a visit to Kuwait, where a 
team of Iranian experts is helping 
to cap blazing oil wells. 

“We need 270 new wells to 
reach that capacity.” 

Iran is currently producing ab- 
out 3.5 million bpd and exported 
a daily average of 2.7 million 
barrels last month, he said. Ex- 
ports bad eased to around 2.6 
million bpd this month. 

“Saudi Arabia is by far the 
biggest exporter in fee OPEC. Its 
July output was estimated at 8.1 
million bpd. 

Iran was capable of producing 
six million bpd before the revolu- 
tion in 1979 but its production 
facilities were badly hit during the 
1980-88 Iran -Iraq war. 

Earlier Saturday Mr. 
Aqazadeh delivered a message 
from Iranian President Akbar 
Hasbemi Rafsanjani to the emir 
of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber AI 
Afimad AI Sabah. 

“The message was about bi- 
lateral relations, the Palestinians 
and OPEC,” he said without 
giving details. 

Tehran Radio said that Mr. 
Rafsanjani’s message to the emir 
concerned “fulfilment of the 


rights of the oppressed Palesti- 
nian nation and confronting the 
current trend to undermine their 
rights.” 

The radio said Mr. Aqazadeh 
arrived later in fee Saudi Arabian 
capital, Riyadh, with a similar 
message. 

Iran has condemned U.S. 
efforts to convene an Arab-lsraeli 
peace conference, supported by 
most Arab states. Foreign Minis- 
ter Ali Akbar Velayari said this 
month feat Palestinians could 
gain nothing from a conference 
and should intensify their upris- 
ing in fee Israeli-occupied terri- 
tories. 

Mr. Aqazadeh, accompanied 
by Kuwaiti Oil Minister Hamoud 
Abdulla AJ Raqba. drove to 
Ahtnadi, south of Kuwait City, to 
see the Iranian firefighting team 
which capped its first well Friday. 

But a meeting with the team 
was cancelled after clouds of 
black smoke and smog from 
burning' wells engulfed the road 
to fee Burgan oilfield, forcing fee 
official motorcade to turn back. 

Relations between Iran and the 
oil-rich Gulf states deteriorated 
sharply during fee Iran-Iraq war, 
when Kuwait and Saudi Arabia 
gave financial backing to Iraq 
against Iran. 

But Iran remained neutral dur- 
ing fee recent Gulf war. 

Kuwait began almost im- 
mediately to uy to improve rela- 
tions. 

Iran has offered to sell oil on 
Kuwait's behalf uatil the emirate 
can get its own production going 
again. 

The Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) said the Iranian 
firefighters had extinguished and 
capped their first well, BG-180, 
Friday. The banian contract calls 
for capping 28 wells over the next 
year. 


Shooting shows volatility 

■ 

on Iraq-Kuwait border 


KUWAIT CITY (AP) — A 
shooting incident last week on the 
Kuwait- Iraq border highlights the 
simmering tension between the 
two countries despite U.N. 
efforts to pacify the area. 

An Iraqi patrol reportedly 
opened fire Wednesday towards 
two Kuwait police cars that bog- 
ged down in the desert near fee 
frontier. 

The Kuwaitis were scouting for 
sites for new border posts. The 
Iraqis said they were doing so 
inside Iraqi territory. 

Officials of the U.N. Iraq- 
Kuwait Observation Mission, 
(UNIKOM), who patrol a 2,400- 
square-kilometre demilitarised 
zone straddliog the border, inter- 
vened and have launched an in- 
vestigation. 

Major Genera! Gunther 
Greindl. commander of U.N. 
border observers, said Saturday 
feat fee way the countries re- 
spond to the inquiry will be “a 
test case” of cooperation in the 
post-Gulf war era. 

“I am gening very good coop- 
eration so far,” Gen. Greindl told 
fee Associated Press. “We will 
see how things go with fee pend- 
ing incident on the shooting.” 

The firing, which drew a com- 
plaint from Kuwait to the U.N. 
Security Council in New York, 
comes amid reports of Iraqis 
scavenging in Kuwait for 
weapons and munitions aban- 
doned at fee end of fee Gulf war. 

Gen. Greindl admits there has 
been some cross-border raiding, 
mainly by nomadic Arabs and 
smugglers. 

He describes it as small-scale 
and says “we have no indication 
this is an organised operation.” 

Still, he said, the U.N. is trying 
to retrieve 21 Silkworm missiles 
that Iraq took in May from a 


naval base that it maintained 
south of the Iraqi town of Umm 
Qasr. 

Iraq already has put back four 
other Silkworms it took from the 
same base in early June. Gen. 
Greindl said. 

“It's a difficult call,” he ex- 
plained. “Before the war, Iraq 
established and maintained this 
base. But fee border we act on — 
described in 1963 but never 
adopted — puts fee base inside 
Kuwait, so fee missiles should be 
returned.” 

Anything involving the naval 
base is a sensitive issue with Iraq, 
since it invaded Kuwait on Aug. 
2, 1990, in part to secure fee 
islands of Warbah and Bubiyan 
that control the approaches to fee 
base. 

Iraq also accused Kuwait of 
slant-drilling into oil fields on the 
Iraqi side of the border and of 
overproducing to lower world oil 
prices. 

Gen. Greindl, 52. was com- 
mander of U.N. forces in Cyprus 
for eight years before taking com- 
mand of UNIKOM in April. 

He says feat many of the prob- 
lems that arise in fee demilita- 
rised zone here stem from a 
misunderstanding of his force's 
role and fee still-unresolved dis- 
pute between Iraq and Kuwait 
over the exact location of fee 
border. 

UNIKOM has 300 unarmed 
troops from 33 nations. They are 
not peacekeepers but observers 
whose role is to monitor fee zone 
and report any breaches of fee 
ceasefire. 

A five-man commission has 
been established by U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar to demarcate fee 
boundary once and for all. 


Crashed Indian plane had strayed off path 


IMPHAL, India (AP) — The 
wreckage of an Indian Airlines 
plane feat crashed in eastern ln- 
ida’s lush tropical forest, killing 
69 people, was found scattered 22 
kilometres off its flight path, offi- 
cials said Saturday- 

Paramilitary forces who 
trudged uphill across thick, slushy 
undergrowth for seven hours in 
remote eastern India recovered 
55 bodies from fee scattered 
wreckage of the Boeing 737-200 
jetliner feat crashed Friday. 

"There is no sign of survivore.” 
said A.V. Liddle, fee director 
general of police in Imphai, fee 
capital of Manipur stale on fee 
Burmese border. 

Civil Aviation Minister 
Madbav Rao Sdndia said the 
13-year-old plane, flying through 
a thick cloud, slammed nose-first 
into a mountain and splintered 
into pieces. 

“The whole impact was taken 
by the nose and the tail is the only 
part which is more or less intact. 
Trees have been uprooted on fee 
hillside and fee weekage is strewn 
over the slope," Mr. Sdndia said 
after viewing the scene from an 
air force helicopter. 

Hie airline said 63 passengers. 


including an infant, and six crew 
members were aboard the 65- 
minute flight from Calcutta when 
the plane went down 35 
kilometres from ImphaJ’s run- 
way. 

The plane crashed in a remote 
corner of India in the lush green 
Tahnging Hills at fee foothills of 
the Himalayan mountains. The 
region is 1,700 kilometres east of 
New Delhi. 

Mr. Sdndia said the recovery 
team scouring the leach -infested 
jungle had found the black box 
containing the flight data recor- 
der and fee cockpit voice recor- 
der and were bringing it Imphai. 

The tragedy came one day after 
a separatist group in the neigh- 
bouring state of Assam 
threatened to hijack another 
flight from Calcutta to Jorhar in 
Assam . 

The threat was not carried out k 
but fee anonymous telephone 
threats raised the possibility of 
sabotage on the Impfaal-bound 
flight. 

Mr. Scindia refused to rule out 
terrorism until an investigation is 
completed, but indicated he 
thought it unlikely. 

“Obviously this has taken place 


just before fee landing. Normally 
sabotage is not timed so well,” we 
told reporters at Imphai airport. 

“At fee time of landing there 
was heavy doud. He (fee pilot) 
obviously couldn't see anything,” 
Mr. Scindia said. It was likely 
feat the explosion reported by 
witnesses " occurred when the 
plane hurtled into the mountain. 

Mr. Liddle and airline officials 
said they had no explanation for 
the crash or why the plane 
strayed off course. An airport 
official said the hill was 22 
kilometres off the flight path. 

The government would not 
announce the cause of the crash 
until it completes a fall inquiry, 
which usually takes several 
weeks, said Surjit Singh, fee air- 
> line’s deputy commercial direc- 
tor. 

Air Marshal S.S- Ramdass, 
chairman of Indian Airlines, said 
ram and low clouds bung over the 
mountains around Imphai air- 
port. “Visibility was almost 
zero,” he said. 

Viability at the airport in fee 
bowl-shaped valley was good, 
however, 

Approaching Imphai, the plane 
had crossed a ridge and flown 


over the airport at 3,000 metres 
oa its normal flight path and was 
looping around to land when 
contact was lost, Marchal Ram- 
dass said. 

The last word from the flight 
came at 12:46 p.m. (0716 GMT) 
nine minutes before the plane's 
scheduled landing time. 

S.V. Goswami, fee top state 
bureaucrat of Manipur, said after 
flying over fee crash site feat the 
plane hit the peak of a 2,070- 
metre hiU, scattering metal over a 
wide area about 420 to 570 metres 
down fee slope. 

“Everything is in small splin- 
ters. The plane has just disinte- 
grated. All I could see was the tail 
and pieces of wreckage,” he said. 

It was the eighth crash for 
Indian Airlines since 1963, in- 
volving more than 30 deaths 
each. The two most recent 
crashes — in February 1990 and 
October 1988 — were blamed on 
human error. 

The state-owned Indian Air- 
lines is one of the largest air 
carriers outside the United 
States, flying to 62 destinations, 
■including eight in neighbouring 
countries. It makes at least 240 
flights a day. 
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French police accused of 


dragging feet in Bakhtiar case 


PARIS (R) — French police were 
by the media Saturday of 
deliberately dragging their feet in 
the hunt for the killers of former 

Iranian Prime Minister Shapour 
Bakhtiar. 

Citing delays and near-misses 
that have allowed three Iranian 
suspects to remain at large for the 
past 11 days, the press suggested 
police had been told to let them 
escape to avoid jeopardising in- 
ternational moves to free hos- 
tages. . 

Everyone knows that if die 
three a«a«in^ ■ were ever 
arrested, Paris would suddenly 
find itself in a rather embarras- 
sing position," said Le Figaro in 
an editorial. 

Hie daily said a U.N.-mediated 
exchange of Arab prisoners for 
Western hostages in Beirut would 
immediately be blocked if three 
new Middle East guerrillas were 
thrown in jail. 

“We risk finding ourselves 
once again in the awkward posi- ' 
tion we knew in the Gordji and 
Naccache affairs/ 1 it added. 

Lebanese gunman Anis Nac- 
cache and four accomplices were 
jailed in France after launching 
an unsuccesful attempt on Mr. 
Bakhtiar’s life in 1980 in which * 
two people died. 

Mr. Naccache’s reiease,g- 
ranred under an amnesty last 
year, became one of the demands 
made by a Middle East group that 
terrorised Paris with a bloody 
campaign of bomb attacks m 
1986. 


An Iranian embassy official, 
Wahid Gordji, was later sus- 
pected of involvement in die 
bombings. France eventually 
allowed Mr. Gordji to leave but 
severed its ties with Iran. 

Hie Figaro speculated that, 
afraid of a “second Naccache 
affair” and determined not to 
threaten improving relations with 
Tehran, the authorities may have 
put a brake on police inquiries. 
The interior ministry, coordinat- 
ing police investigations, was not 
available for comment. 

Police methods came under 
scrutiny as soon as Mr. Bakhtiar 
and his secretary were found 
stabbed to death in the former 
premier’s closely-guarded Paris 
home 10 days ago. 

The three suspects, the -last 
people to visit Mr. Bakthiar, 
were allowed in by French police 
guards posted at the house. 

Despite evidence that the vic- 
tims offered resistance, the four 
guards heard nothing. And the 
deaths were not noticed until 36 
hours later, giving the Iranians 
time to make their get-away. 

Le Quotidien questioned how 
Mr. Bakhtiar’s guards, who it 
said were meant to telephone him 
every hour, could have allowed 
so much time to go by without 
word from the opposition leader. 

“Everything has taken place as 
though formal orders were given 
to allow the attackers to act and 
then escape. If so, it would no 
longer be a police scandal, it 


would be a political scandal,” the 
newspaper said. 

Le Parisien printed a page of 10 
police “blunders” ranging from 
the delay in producing photo- 
graphs of the wanted men to the 
episode when suspects Ali Vakili 
Rad land Mohammad Azadi were 
held by French police after being 
turned away from the Swiss bor- 
der. 

They were released because 
the murders had not yet been 
discovered. 

One of the Iranians later man- 
aged to cross the border and was 
tracked to a hotel in Geneva. But 
a hitch with a police computer 
matching hotel registers with lists 
of wanted men allowed the sus- 
pect to escape, Swiss police said. 

Referring to the police errors, 
French radio said a fourth man 
may have flown in with Mr. Rad 
and Mr. Azadi in July whose task 
was to disseminate misleading in- 
formation to confuse the police. 

“Not a day goes by without a 
new development, a near-miss, a 
blunder. Not an hour passes with- 
out some jinx. Everyone feels 
things have become too big, too 
unlikely” said Le Parisien. 

Iran has denied a role in the 
murders but Iranian exiles living 
in France accuse Tehran of send- 
ing a squad s > f killers. 

France and Iran are currently 
close to solving a nagging finan- 
cial dispute and President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand is due to visit 
Tehran in October to crown the 
rapprochement. 


Rafsanj ani 


wants 


hostages 

freed 


BEIRUT (AP) — The weekly 
Al Shi 


magazine Al Shiraa said Saturday 
that Iranian President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani wanted the Western 
hostages in Lebanon released to 
patch up relations with the West, 
while Iranian hardliners thought 
a confrontation was inevitable. 

It said Mr. Rafsanjani was con- 
vinced that Iran’s support for 
hostage-taking in Lebanon 
undermined its ability to win the 
1980-88 war against Iraq. r . 

The magazine, which closely 
follows Iranian affairs, said Mr. 
Rafsanjani was trying to close the 
hostage file to be able to concen- J 
trate on building a modern state 
based on technology available 
only from the West. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, the magazine 
said, "found out that the main 
reason behind Iran’s defeat in the 
war was the superiority of 
weapons given to Iraq and ban- 
ned for Iran.” 

“Since Rafsanjani took office 
(in 1989) he has been seeking to 
rid Iran of the burden of the 
hostages,” the article said. 

A! Shiraa gained international 
fame when it broke the story of 
secret U.S. arms sales to Iran in 
return for releasing Western hos- 
tages before 1987. 

The article said Mr. Rafsanjani 
wants to rebuild “the Iranian 
society, the Iranian economy, the 
services and factories, he wants to 
modernise agriculture. Most of 
the means to achieve his goals are 
in the West and the West has no 
mercy, especially now that it is 
enjoying the peak of its victories 
over Iraq. 


Iraqi papers assail 


curbs on oil sales 




“Iran also tried to seek tech- 
nology in Western Europe and 


Japan, but America ebased it 
from these nations which were 
obliged to treat Iran in line witb 
America’s policy,” the maga- 
zine said. 

Mr. Rafsanjani had to take the 
tough decision of patching up 
relations with the West, (but first 
must eliminate the hostage hur- 
dle, it said. 
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BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Baghdad’s newspapers Saturday 
attacked the conditions of a 
U.N.-approved oil sale, saying it 
was blatant interference in Iraq’s 
internal affairs. 

Al Joumhuriya, which like 
other papers splashed the broad- * 
side across , its front page, said 
Washington lead toe efforts in toe 
U.N. Security Council to restrict 
toe sale due to its hatred of the 
Iraqi people. 

The decision is designed to 
starve the Iraqi people into de- 
pendence on the West, the paper 
said. 

“The more they try to harm 
Iraq, toe more Iraqis will believe 
in choosing national resistance,” 
toe paper said. 

It said the restrictions were 
aimed at keeping Iraq from 
claiming its deserved leading role 
in regional and international 
affairs but toe Iraqis would out- 
last them. 

“Tbey will find in Iraq a pati- 
ence which has never been seen 
by anyone before,” the paper 
said. 

The U.N. Security Council - 
Thursday allowed Baghdad to 
pay for relief supplies with $1.6 
billion in oil. The oil would be the 
first Iraqi export permitted since 
toe council imposed the broad ' 
sanctions after the invasion of 
Kuwait last August. 

Iraq will have no control over 
toe revenue, which will be hand- 
led by the United Nations. 

Al Qadisstya attacked toe U.N. 
plan for setting aside money to 
pay for compensation and for the 
cost of destroying Iraq's 
weapons. 

The remaining sum “is not 
enough even to cover the mini- 
mum needs of toe Iraqi people 
for food, medicine and medical 
supplies," the paper said. 

The paper said the sale was not 
designed to alleviate Iraq’s suffer- 
ing but to deepen the siege. 

The paper also attacked 
another resolution voted Thurs- 
day that condemned Iraq for not 
disclosing all of its nuclear and 
other weapons development as 
demanded under toe ceasefire 
agreement. 

Al Qadissiya, the army daily. 


said the resolution was designed 
to lay the groundwork for 
another military attack against 
Iraq. 

The newspaper Iraq said the 
U.N. vote meant denying toe 
Iraqi people their simplest rights. 

The daily Babil said it was 
lamentable that the Communist 
states bad voted with the capital- 
ist nations to starve the Iraqi 
people. 

It said the shoe the late Sonet 
leader Nikita Kbraschev used to 
pound the <fias during a famous 
speech was again needed at the 
U.N. to make members up to the 
fact they are ignoring all interna- 
tional laws. 

The government Itself, which 
before Thursday's U.N. vote re- 
jected conditions contained in the 
resolution, withheld formal reac- 
tion. 

“Iraq can do nothing because 
tbey need some money for im- 
porting food and medicine,” one 
diplomat said. “They will have to 
agree within a few weeks.” 

The head of the U.N. post- 
Gulf war relief effort. Prince Sad- 
ruddin Aga Khan, s u pported an 
earing of sanctions in a report 
which said a c ountry rich in oil 
such as Iraq shookl not have to 
rely on international charity. 

His team and relief groups 
have reported eaxtywanang signs 
of famine among the poorest of 
Iraq's 18 million people. 

But Iraq baulked at co n d iti o ns 
attached to the oil-sale formula 
initially devised by France to en- 
sure that money from oil was in 
feet spent on food and medicines, 


Five fnemmbers of toe Iraqi 
leadership — President SmHmi 
H ussein’s deputy Izzat Ibrahim, 
Vice-President Taha Yawn 
Ramadan, Prune Minister Sad- 
doun Hanunadi. Trade Minister 
Mohammad Mebdi Saleh and 
National Assembly Speaker 
Saadi Mebdi Saleh — rejected 
plans for the U.N. to hold money 
Cram toe oil sales in a yw* 1 
account and for U.N. control of 
food distribution. 

. They deno u nced toe French 
formula as an infringement of 
Iraq’s sovereignty and colonial 
domination under die guise of a 
humanitarian gesture. 


Iraqis under heavy psychological strain, says expert 


By Serene Halasa 

Special to toe Jordan Times 


'AMMAN — The international 
isolation of Iraq following its 
invasion of Kuwait, toe devastat- 
ing war which crippled baric ser- 
vices, skyrocketing prices and 
worsening living conditions have 
left deep scars in the psyche of 
the Iraqi society, according to an 
Indian psychologist. 

'There is a lot of human suffer- 
ing,” said Usha Shankar 
Narayan, who spent three weeks 
in Iraq this month. “The qiental 
and physical health of toe Iraqi 
people is drastically affected l as 
a result of the international 
embargo and the massive destruc- 
tion caused by the allied blitz- 
kerig during the war. 

Miss Narayan, 34, who 

travelled extensively throughout 


Iraq on a personal mission to 
study the “Psychological impact 
of toe war on the Iraqi people,” 
said tha t she found that “physical 
and mental strain is mounting 
among toe Iraqis as a result of toe 
day-to-day problems posed by the 
continuing embargo.” 

“The physical strain is a result 
of the shortage of food and medi- 
cine (owing to toe embargo), and 
women and children are suffering 
the wont," she said. 

“I interviewed more than 100 
people — most of them between 
15 and 70 years — although it was 
difficult since I do not speak 
, Arabic,” added Miss Narayan, a 
senior corporate planning 
officer . at one of India’s largest 
refineries. 

Asked whether the allied 

bombing during toe war or toe 
rebellions in toe north and south 


tha t followed the ceasefire in 
early March had a worse effect on 
the Iraqis, toe said: “One cannot 
differentiate categorically. We 
are talking about the impact of 
war on toe people regardless of 
whether it was. a result of the 
bombing or toe rivS war.” 

"As for toe mental health of 
die Iraqi people, I found that the 
stress on people is very high; first 
because of a prolonged war (toe 
1980-88 war with Iran), and then 
this new war and the economic 
embargo,” toe said. 

The mental stress on 'the peo- 
ple, toe added, has led to a rise in 

psychological disorders. “Prob- 
lems such as neurosis, anxiety, 

depression, asthma and hysteria 
have shot up drastically,” she 
said. “There is also a rise in crime 
rates, cases of alcoholism, re- 


lapses of psychotic diseases, man- 
ic depression, heart attacks, 
traumas, and schizophrenia.” 


1*1 


Miss Narayan attributed toe 
relapses of psychotic diseases to 
stress and the lack of medica- 
ments. She also noticed the rate 
of miscarriages and premature 
births has gone up. 

“I could not get any figures 
since toe hospitals are not keep- 
ing any proper records of patients 
because they are understaffed 
and overworked,” Miss Narayan 
said. 


‘People there are very frus- 
trated mid have lost hope for toe 
future. There is a lot of confusion 
• and fear of stoat will happen if tins 
state of Affairs continues,” she 
added. 

“One positive effect of the war 
is that the country is trying to 
open op a tittle," Miss Narayan 
said. “There is movement to- 
wards democracy and this should 
be encouraged. 1 
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“The human suffering is hi gh 
and at least for humanitarian 
reasons toe embargo on-food and 
medicine should be lifted," Miss 
Narayan said. “Medicine and 
food should reach Iraq very 
quickly.” 


Miss Narayan plans to present 
a scientific paper on her findings 
in Iraq. She will also report her 
conclusions to the Indian people £ 
through the press. 

“On toe whole the Iraqi people 
are demoralised and are suffering 
both mentally and physically, and 
if this .situation! continues it will 
have a lot of negative fallouts in 
the future,” Miss Narayan said. 


Bush rejects releasing 


Israeli spy in hostage deal 


KENNEBUNKPORT (R) — 
President George Bush said Fri- 
day he was not considering reduc- 
ing the sentence of an American 
jailed for life as an Israeli suv and 
the prisoner’s family said 
they had not authorised an appeal 
to Mr. Bush. 

In an open letter to Mr. Bush 
this week, Alan Dexshowitz, 
.lawyer for Jonathan Pollard 
and Mr. Pollard’s rabbi, Aw 
ham Weiss, asked for ‘ Commuta- 
tion of Mr. Pollard’s sentence to 
time served as a “reciprocal ges- 
ture” to Israel. 

“brad is being asked to ‘give 
something’ to alleviate toe suffer- 
ing of American hostages (in 
Lebanon),” they wrote. “Amer- 
ica should also ‘give something 1 
to alleviate the suffering at an 
American Jew who has by now 
more than prnd his debt.’ 

But Mr. Bush told a reporter at 
his Kennebunkport, Maine, Holi- 
day home: “There’s no such con- 
sideration. You’re mixing apples 
and oranges. A U.S. court found 
him guilty. No-one is considering 
him a hostage." 

Mr. Pollard’s sister, Carol Pol- 
lard, said in a statement to Reu- 
ters that toe Pollard family had 
not authorised or encouraged any 
contacts with Mr. Bush, including 
the letter from Mr. Dertoowhz 
and Rabbi Weiss. 

She added that the letter did 
not represent the' views of 
Jonathan Pollard and hoped the 
legal arguments in his pending 
appeal would give him the justice 


he had been denied. 

At stake in toe package deal 
being negotiated through United 
Nations Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar are seven 
Israelis missing in Lebanon since 
its 1982 invasion, about 10 West- 
ern hostages and nearly 400 Arab 
prisoners held by Israel or its 
client militia in South Lebanon. 

Asked whether Israel had 
sought Mr. Pollard’s release in 
conjunction with Middle East 
prisoner exchange negotiations, 
Mr. Bush said: “No, they have 
not asked.” 

Mr. Pollard, now 37, pleaded 
guilty in 1987 to charges erf pas- 
sing secrets to Israel while work- 
ing as a U.S. navy intelligence 
analyst. His then- wife sentenced 
to five yeans in prison as an 


Mr. Pollard’s lawyers are seek- 
ing to rescind his guilty plea and 
obtain a new trial, if the life 
sentence is not commuted, on the 
ground the government reneged 
on its plea agreement. 

In an open letter to .Prime 
Minister Yitzhak S hamir releas ed 
by Mr. Weiss Thursday, Mr. Pol- 
lard's parents wrote, from their 
home in South Bend, In diana; 
“We ask that you do not sit idly 

by” J 

But Israeli defence ministry 
spokesman Banny Naveh said 
Friday when asked about toe 
Pollard case; “In toe present 
negotiations, we care only about 
toe seven soldiers.” 


McCarthy says 
greatest hope 
is to see fellow 


hostages free 


Interpol joins search for 
Polish-Israeli businessma 


WARSAW (R) — Interpol has 
joined toe search for Boguslaw 
Bagsik, a Polish-Israeli business- 
man who tied from Poland to 
bract amid the country’s biggest 
banking scandal, the Rxeczpos- 
polita daily said Saturday. 

The newspaper said investiga- 
tions into toe case were being 
carried out around the world, 
from Interpol’s offices in Lyon, 
France, to Washington, Wies- 
baden, Germany and Israel. 


toe Polish banking system to earn 
up to 290 per cent annual interest 
on deposits, but denied any 
wrongdoing. 

The newspaper quoted pro- 
secutor’s spokeswoman Grazyna 
Taladaj as saying the charges 
against Mr. Bagsik carried a mini- 
mum three-year jail term and 
“evading arrest” would be re- 
garded as an aggravation cir- 
cumstance. Further arrests could 
not be ruled out, she added. 


It quoted sources at the Inter- 
national Police Organisation as 
saying Mr. Bagsik had family ties 
in Wiesbaden. They also said new 
information on toe case bad sur- 
faced in the United States, 

Mr. Bagtik, a rags-to-riches 
bus in es sm an believed to' have 
transferred $85 million to Israel, 
is at toe centre of the scandal in 
which seven people, including the 
vice-president of the National 
Bank of Poland, have been 
arrested so far. 


Starting with only $20 in 1989, 
Mr. Bagsik turned his Art-B com- 
pany into an international enter- 
prise with assets estimated in 
press reports at $150 million or 
higher. 

The firm set up about 200 
holding companies in Poland,, 
tried to buy half of Israel’s biggest 
petroleum concern and was nego- 
tiating toe construction of a car- 
assembly plant in Poland with toe 
Chrysler Corporation of toe Un- 
ited States. 


It involved corruption and the 
iQirit issue of guaranteed credits 
and cheques to toe detriment of 
the state treasury. 

In a recent interview Mr. Bag- 
sik said he had exploited flaws in 


Mr. Bagsik, whose age is given 
in press reports as 28, flew to 
Israel shortly before toe scandal 
erupted and then relinquished 
ownership of Art-B, turning it 
over to a private Polish bank. 


LYNHAM, England (AP) — 
Former hostage John McCarthy 
flew to a secret hideaway Satur- 
day saying his greatest hope is to 
be reunited with his fellow hos- 
taflcs in freedom. 

“I hope (it) wfll be soon,” the 
34-year-old T.V. producer said in 
a somet im es emotional farewell , 
before leaving an air base at' 
Lynbam, where he has spend - 
eight days recovering from more 
than five years of captivity. 

Smiling and saying be felt 
great, Mr. McCarthy thanked 
doctors, psychologists and staff at 
this base >130 kilometres west of 
London for helping to ease him 
towante a normal life. 

He paid tribute to fellow Br 
ton Terry Waite and Americans 
Terry Anderson and Tom Suther- 
land who shared his captivity for 
the past year and are still held by 
the Islamic Jihad group. 

It is only because “of those 
dear men” that he is now “cheer- 
ful and very relaxed,” Mr. 
McCarthy said. 

Mr. Anderson had toe strength 
expected from a former marine 
and veteran war correspondent, 
he said. 

“But above all else, be has 
enormous personal warmth, a 
great sensitivity to the moods and 
needs of other people, and a 
fierce loyalty to his friends. That 
was amply a vital suppo rt and 
inspiration to me. He is a very 
fine man and a great friend," Mr. 
McCarthy said. 

Mr. Anderson, 43, the chief 
Middle East correspondent of the 
Associated Press, was kidnapped 
in March 1985 and is toe longest- 
held Western hostage in Leba- 
non. 

Tom Sutherland, 60, acting 
dean of agriculture at the Amer- 
ican University of Beirut who was 
kidnapped three months after 
Mr. Anderson, “is another great 
man,” Mr. McCarthy said. 

“His gentleness, patience and 
his love of life saw me through 
many dark hours. His reflections 
on Ins early life and his thoughts 
for the future were always pre- 
sented with great humour and 
wisdom and inspired me with an 
enormous sense of security in 
those difficult times," be said. 

Mr. Waite, 52, the archbishop 
of Canterbury’s special envoy 
who was kidnapped in January 
1987 on a mission seeking free- 
dom for hostages, “is a man with 
great strength of spirit and pur- 
pose, a man of great courage,” 
Mr. McCarthy said. 

“You know this from the work 
be did before be was kidnapped 
and ,he has maintained those 
same strengths and- qualities 
throughout all/the long years," he 
said. 

Mir. McCarthy’s voice cracked 
as he spoke of Brian Keenan, the 
Irish teacher who Shared a cell 
with him for 4V4 years before he 
was freed last year. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Egypt’s property sales plummet 


CAIRO (R) — Property sales in Egypt have plummeted since 
interest rates were floated earlier this year, Al Gomhouriya 
newspaper reported Saturday. Kheiri Mohammad, housing mana- 
ger of toe new Sixth of October City on toe outskirts of Cairo, 
said many buyers were waiting to see if the government would 
exempt housing loans from tree-market interest rates introduced 
in February. Property sales in Cano’s satellite new towns, built to 
accommodate spillover from toe teeming city, had dropped by 70 
per cent since the new rates were introduced, toe paper said. 
Housing Minister Hassabalah Kafrawi attacked the International 
Monetary Fund for demanding free-market interest rates as part 
of an economic reform package. He has asked toe cabinet to 
resume low-interest housing loans. Free-market interest rates are 
currently about 21 per cent. Concessionary housing loans are 
usually below five per cent. 


Lebanese deputy escapes assassination 


BEIRUT (R) — A Lebanese member of parliament escaped an 
apparent assass ination attempt in eastern Lebanon Saturday but 
his nephew and bodyguard were seriously wounded, security 
sources said. Tbey said abdul Rahim Murad was at a meeting in 
the town of Chtaura, 45 kilometres east of Beirut, when gunmen 
with silencer-equipped submaduneguns ambushed his official car 
as it drove info the Belcaa Valley, believing him to be inside. “Ms 
nephew and bodyguard who were in the black Buick were hit in 
the head and are seriously wounded. It was the work of 
professionals and we assume Murad was the target," a source 
said. Murad, a 40-year-old Sunni Muslim, was a founding member 
of several organisations including the Lebanon branch of the 
Arab Nasserite Movement It suppoftsahejate Egyptian leader’s 
policies of Arab nationalism. Mr. Murad was -among 40 parlia- 
mentarians appointed by the cabinet June 6 to replace deputies 
who were killed or died during Lebanon’s 16-year civil war. The 
last general elections were in 1972. 


Israel giving Argentina gas masks 
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BUENOS AIRES (R) — Israel -has agreed to donate 2,000 gas 
masks to Argentina to help people being deluged by ash from a 
volcano, an embassy spokesman , said Friday. Jorge Cohen told 
Reuters that the gas masks were to help inhabitants of northern 
Santa Cruz province, a region about 2,500 kilometres south of 
Buenos Aires. The 1, 800-metre Hudson volcano erupted on 
Monday, spewing gas and ashes that spread over southern 
Patagonia and across the Atlantic as far as the Falkland Islands, 
540 kilometres off the coast. A large area of Santa Cruz, a 
province the size of Yugoslavia, has teen covered by a carpet of 
ash reeking of sulphur. Argentina Television Friday showed 
scenes near the volcano, in Chile but dose to the Argentine 
border, where die grey ash has piled up 20 centimetres deep: 
People covered their mouths and noses-with scarves or masks to 
avoid breathing m the volcanic ash. The cloud has kept huge areas 
in darkness for days and dropped ash on towns, fields, rivers and 
lakes. It has hampered air traffic and clogged the air filters of cars. 
Provincial authorities- have evacuated 500 people from Los 
Antiguos in Santa Cruz. Health and Welfare Munster Avelino 
Porto said that breathing there had become difficult. The town is 
caked with a 10-ce ntime tr e layer of volcanic ashes. 


Senator visits Israel, Gulf on same passport 
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■ TEL AVTV (USIA) — U.S. Senator Joseph Ueberrnan (Demo- 
crat of Connecticut) said Aug. 15 that he had travelled to Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait with a passport previously stamped by the 
state of Israel. “With this simple but significant act of stamping 
this passport, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait have removed another 
obstacle from the road to peace in the Middle East ” Mr 
Ueberrnan told reporters at the U.S. embassy in Tel Aviv! “This 
is the first time this has happened, but I am confident that it is not 
the last time it wfll happen,” he added. Mr. Ueberrnan arrived in 
Israel after a three-day visit to Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, where 
he reviewed the unpact of the Gulf war on the environment 
security arrangements and the peace process. 


Maronite bishop attacked in Bel-Air 


■LOS ANGELES (AP) — A Maronite Catholic bishop was 
attacked and beaten as he walked through the fashionable Bel-Air 
neighbourhood after evening services, church officials said. 
Bishop John Cbedid was treated at St. Francis Medical Centre in 
Lynwood for a broken nose, two broken ribs, damage to his left 
eye and a broken bone in his left leg, a feDow churchman said. 
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Queen continues series of inspection 
visits to needy areas of Kingdom 
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By Tamara SfauJoi 

Petra 

AMMAN — Her Majesty Queen 
Noor Saturday paid afield trip to 
the village of A1 Mukheibch, 35 
kilometres north of Irbid in the 
Jordan Valley, to inspect the 
local community. 

Sbe listened to a briefing by the 
Jordan Valley Authority Secret- 
ary Genera] Abdul Aziz Wishab 
about the region’s problems and 
current efforts to promote socio- 
economic development. 

Minister of Education Eid 
Dahiyat, who accompanied the 
Queen, spoke of his ministry's 
plans for improving -the local 
schools. 

The Queen visited the health 
centre and was briefed on its 
services. 


The Queen’s visit is one in a 
senes which she is making to 
needy areas of the Kingdom in an 
effort to direct studies of their 
needs and accelerate develop- 
ment projects. 

A socio-economic study by the 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
(NHF) has revealed that Al 
Mukheibe’s 3,600 inhabitants suf- 
fer from poverty, lower educa- 
tional standards, unemployment, 
shortages of water, electricity, 
and transportation services and 
poor health facilities 

The NHF subsequently in- 
cluded the village in its Quality of 
Life Project currently being 'im- 
plemented in four needy villages 
in Jordan. 

The NHF is helping villagers 
organise themselves to establish 


their local councils and develop- 
ment funds and to initiate 
women's participation in com- 
munity affairs and income- 
generating schemes. 

The Queen, who met with 
members of the Village Develop- 
ment Council and the Mothers 
Club, donated money to the local 
charitable society and gave edu- 
cational games and children's 
books to the village's kindergar- 
ten. 

The General Union of Volun- 
tary Societies (GUVS) is also 
active in the village. It helped 
construct the premises of the 
local charitable society and pro- 
vided provided furniture and 
other items for the kindergarten. 
GUVS has also rehabilitated IS 
needy families, offering them 
goats to rear and make a living. 
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Thousands attend Abu Nowar funeral 

"a 

AMMAN (J.T.) -r— The funeral of the late Aii Abu Nowar who 
died of cancer in London took place in Salt Saturday. His Majesty 
King Hms&inwasjepresemed arthe funeral by Chief of the Royal 
Court Sharif Zeid JBen Shaker, who joined thousands of mourners 
paying- thefrrespecEs to the fete. 1 Abo Nowar, a Senate member 
and arforinerarray commander. Prime Minister Taber Masri, His 
Majesty King. Hhsseui’s potiticaf advisor Adnan Abu Odeb, 
cabinet members, Senators, Parliament members and army 
officers were among those attending the funeral. The late Mr. 
Abu Nowar, -68, had passed away at a London hospital last 
Thursday... .... 

Jordan, Iraq seek greater bilateral ties 

B AGHD Af>(P«ra) — Iraqi Vice-President Taha Yassin Rama- 
dan received Saturday Jordan Cooperative Organisation Director 
General Jamal Bedour and the delegation accompanying him. 
Mr. Ramadan and Mr. Bedour dascussed scopes of cooperation 
between Jordan and Iraq. The Iraqi vice-president called for 
enhancing, bilateral cooperation and for investing all capabilities 
in" improving the cooperative movement In both countries • 
pa rtlqflai fy in agricultural fields. 

m 

■ ■ 

1 .. . . \ 

1 ■ * m m* 

Masr^ablyat discuss cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — - Prime. Minister Taber Masri Saturday met 
Speakesr otlbe Lower House of Parliament Abdul Latif Arabiyat 
and discussed^ number of parliamentary matters and cooperation 
. between the executive and legislative authorities. The meeting 
was attended by Minister of Information and Culture Khaled 
Kaxa&ty;;- 

Libya pays its CAEU dues 

AMMAN(Petra) — The general secretariat of the Council of the 
Arab Economic Unity (CAEU) received Monday $190,000 from 
ZibyaLBS part of its contribution to the CAEU annual budget. The 
seerefaiygroeraLof the council expressed bis thanks for and 
appreciation to Libya for fulfilling its commitments towards the 
CAEU! \" 
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6 AIDS cases discovered last year 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of 41 cases of tuberculosis and six 
cases^ef AcqtTTTPfi Immime Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) were 
discovered- last year during medical checkups involving 64,873 
people arriving in Jordan for a short stay.of one month or more, 
acoonfingfo a report in Ad-Dustoux Arabic daily. Die paper said 
that theChcst Diseases Uni t at the Health Ministry, which carried 
out foes^&edj^ups* has. transferred JD 518,984 to the Health 
^^rahcePupd. The amount is collected through fees payable for ' 
carrying f^.raedfcal checkups. The Chest Diseases Unit usually * 
earned out jfnetHcal checkups . for people arriving in Jordan for a 
wsit dr io.wotk to make sure that they are free from communic- 
able and contagious diseases, particularly tuberculosis, AIDS, 
and BBanf^g:; - 
1 •• 

i V- ’.* • • 

■ i - - ■ # X 

Farmers problems to be discussed 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

AMMAN (Petra) — The minister of Water and Irrigation and the 
Jordan Valfey Authority (JVA) Secretary General Abdul Aziz 
Wwhah wiU visit the Jordan Valley region Sunday to discuss issues 
with Jottdfennere. They will also visit the tomato paste processing 
plant at peir Alla and other areas stretching to Karameh, not far 
fiqm^theDead Sea. During the tour, the two officials will hold a 
meeting wifo farmers to discuss matters related to the coming 
agricultural ' 



Centre to become a community college 

SALT (Petra) — Minister of Social Development Awni Al Bashir 
announced Saturday that the Princess Rahmeh Social Develop- 
ment Centre in Allan near Salt will be transformed into a 
cmnplete . community college offering training courses in social 
development fields. The ministi 


Salim AJ Zobi 

Municipal 
councils 
praised as 
models of 
democracy 

IRBID (Petra) — Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Salim Al Zubi 
discussed in a meeting Saturday 
with Irbid Mayor Abdul Razzaq 
Tubeishat issues related to Irbid 
municipality works and plans. 

Mr. Zubi, who was on a tour of 
the Irbid Governors te, visited 
Irbid’s new municipal building 
and inspected its various sections. 
The four-storey building includes 
administrative offices, a public 
library, a lecture ball, an exhibi- 
tion ball and a commercial mar- 
ket comprising 34 stores as well as 
a two-storey parking lot that 
could accommodate 100 cars. 

The minister then opened Al. 
Y anno uk Park north of the city 
of Irbid. The park, which was 
financed by the irbid municipality 
and extends over an area of 44 
dunums, includes a children’s lib- 
rary and sports fields. The park 
was opened as part of the munici- 
pality's ongoing celebrations of 
the anniversary of His Majesty 
King Hussein's accession to the 
throne. 

Mr. Zubi also opened the new 
building of Douqara's municipal- 
ity in Irbid Gove morale. He met 
with Douqara's municipal council 
members and citizens to be fami- 
liarised with their demands and 


organised 


upon 


In the meeting, the minister 
said the anuniopal council is a 
local government and is a real 
representation of democracy. 

He pointed out that the minis- 
try will call for amending the 
municipal election law to make 
the chairman of the municipal 
council directly elected by 
citizens. 

The ministry, he said, will ex- 
pand the authority of the muni- 
cipal councils to make the mem- 
ben of that council responsible 
■ for administering and developing 
the local society. 

Dm minister called for bringing 
to an end to urban expansion 
over agricultural land. 

Mr. Zubi was accompanied on 
the visit by the director of the 
Cities and Villages Development 
Bank and several officials. 



Health Ministry to open 
51 laboratories in 1991-92 


AMMAN (Petra) — In its drive 
to continue expansion into prim- 
ary health care services in the 
Kingdom, the Health Ministry 
plans to open 51 laboratories in 
1991 and 1992, Health Minister 
Mamdouh A! Abbadi announced 
Saturday. 

At present, laboratory services 
are available at 63 health centres 
in the Kingdom but more are 
needed to provide services to die 
remaining regions, said Dr. 
Abbadi at the opening of a train- 
ing seminar for 20 laboratory 
technicians employed by the 
health centres. 

The training seminar, which is 
expected to last for two months, 
has been organised in coopera- ‘ 
lion with the World Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO). The partici- 
pants are expected to attend lec- 
tures and conduct practical work 
in the first course of its kind 
organised by the Health Ministry, 
according to (he Health Ministry 
officials. 

They said that the ministry has 
plans for a series of training 
seminars for ail technicians work- 
ing for the ministry’s health cen- 
tres in rhe country. 

Die Ministry of Health will be 
opening 10 to 15 laboratories 
each year until all health centres 
have such essential services, said 
Dr. Abbadi in his address at the 
opening session. 

The minister said that health 
authorities in Jordan will main- 
tain close cooperation with WHO 
in providing training to Jordanian 
laboratory technicians in order to 
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achieve stated goals. 

The Health Ministry. Dr. 
Abbadi said, is keen on promot- 
ing national efforts to ensure 
continued education in medical 
services with, the purpose of 
upgrading the efficiency and the 
skill of the health workers in 
providing curative and preventive 
medical services ro the public. 

Laboratory training is of para- 
mout importance for the minis- 
try, which aims to achieve early 
discovery and diagnosis of va- 
rious diseases at health centres, a 
practice which can help the na- 
tion control the spread of disease 
at its earliest stage, Dr. Abbadi 
said. 

Health Department directors 
in Jordan attended the opening 
meeting. 



SUMMER CAME: A total of 53 children who took part in a 
summer camp programme organised by the Noor AJ Hussein 
Foun dation (NHF) graduated at a ceremony attended by 
NHF Director General Inant Al Mufti and relatives of the 
participants. Participants in the ten-day camp programme 
included training of children in music by three specialists. 
'Mrs. Mufti watched the children performing and playing 
pieces of music and she later distributed diplomas to the 
participants. 
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Farmers and agricultural 
cooperatives to find 
process easier to get loans 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Agri- 
cultural Credit Corporation 
(ACC) has set up a special com- 
mittee to deal with foe question 
of the credit facilities offered to 
local farmers and agricultural 
cooperatives to carry out various 
agriculture-related projects. 
ACC Director General Mansour 
Ben Tarif said Friday, 

Mr. Ben Tarif said in a state- 
ment that the ACC has been 
entrusted with all matters related 
to loans to fanners under a gov- 
ernment decision issued in 1988. 
The government has realised the 
complications of having several 
loan-giving institutions and de- 
cided in April to pool the work of 
these institutions through the 
ACC, he said. 

Farmers used to get loans from 
the Jordan Cooperative Bank and < 
the Jordan Cooperative Orga- 
nisation (JCO), but fob practice 
has now stepped. 

Mr. Ben Tarif also said that the 

ACC is now taking over the work 

of the other institutions and tak- 
ing delivery from the bank the 
sum of JD 17 million, which will 
be used to give loans to the 
various cooperatives. 

Die ACC has set up a special 


committee to deal with the ques- 
tion of giving loans and the com- 
mittee has formulated a special 
strategy to organise foe process, 
Mr. Ben Tarif said. 

Under the new regulations, as 
recommended by the committee, 
the ACC will grant loans to agri- 
cultural cooperatives wishing to 
purchase land to initiate farming 
projects such as animal feed pro- 
cessing plants and the purchase of 
cold storage facilities to keep fruit 
and vegetables, or the purchase 
of fishing boats, he said. Mr. Ben 
Tarif said that the ACC will also 
grant loans to set up dairy proces- 
sing plants agricultural harves- 
ters, equipment to spray pesti- 
cides and other machinery. 

According to Mr. Ben Tarif, 
the door is also open for members 
of cooperatives to obtain loans in 
their own personal capacity. 

But, he said, there are condi- 
tions to be met by cooperatives 
and individuals who want to 
obtain such loans. He said appli- 
cants for loans should produce 
documents proving foe ownership 
of the land, the purpose of the 
loan and approval by the con- 
cerned local authorities for set- 
ting up the desired projects. 


Jordan 
on debt 


with. Farts 



By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan is putting 
the final touches on bilateral 
agreements with three govern- 
ments represented in the Paris 
Club of creditors on reschedul- 
ing foe Kingdom's debt repay- 
ments due in 198 9 and 1990 
prior to seeking debt relief and 
launching fresh negotiations on 
dues in commercial debts for 
1991 and 1992. 

A delegation led by Finance 
Minister Basel Jardaneh was in 
Paris over the weekend before 
leaving for Washington for 
talks with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

According to reports in the 
European press, unconfirmed 
by Jordanian officials, foe Jar- 
daneh mission came after the 
government cleared a major 
hurdle in the way of concluding 
separate debt rescheduling 
agreements with Belgium. 
Sweden and Britain by accept- 
ing the creditors' definition of 
loans given to the Kingdom 
and pave the way for rhe fina- 
lisation of an accord reached 
between Jordan and the Paris 
Club in 1989. 

Under the 1989 agreement, 
the Paris Club accepted a res- 
cheduling of the Kingdom's 
dues of $656 million for fiscal 
year 1989 and $62 2 million for 
1990. But the finalisation of 
the deal has been delayed over dif- 
fering interpretations of - the 
nature of Belgian, Swedish and 
British loans. 

While the creditors said the 


loans were government- 
guaranteed commercial loans, 
Jordan said its understanding 
was that they were concession- 
ary loans. The issue was con- 
tested until earlier this month 
when the Jordanian govern- 
ment agreed to accept the cre- 
ditors' interpretation, in- 
formed sources said. 

Jordan needs to finalise foe 
accord with the Paris Club by 
concluding bilateral agree- 
ments with its members before 
it can secure an EMF green 
light for negotiations on fresh 
debt rescheduling accords not 
only with the Kingdom's gov- 
ernmental creditors, but also 
with the London Club, which 
represents banks and other 
commercial institutions. 

Jordan, saddled with $8.3 
billion in foreign debts (not 
including military debts), had 
already rescheduled dues io 
the London Club members un- 
til June 30. 1991. With the 
conclusion of agreements with 
Belgium. Britain and Sweden, 
it hopes to be able to present a 
debt write-off request to the 
Paris Club and reschedule dues 
to the London Club for the 
second half of 1991 to the 
second half of 1993. 

However, the Kingdom has 
to come current with interest 
and principal repayments 
agreed under the accords for 
19 90 and 1991. The Kingdom, 
which suspended debt servic- 
ing at the height of the Gulf 
crisis last year, will need $750 
million to settle all arrears. 


“The IMF board of directors 
are sure to respond positively 
to the Jordanian approach." 
said a highly-informed interna- 
tional source. "Jordan had 
satisfied most of the conditions 
stipulated by the IMF in earlier 
agreements and was on foe 
way to fulfilling others when 
the Gulf crisis struck," said 
the source, who preferred 
anonymity. 

"It was a situation beyond 
Jordan's control." he said, 
"and this is very well under- 
stood by the IMF decision- 
makers, particularly after the 
last IMF delegation to visit 
Jordan (in May) furnished a 
positive report on the King- 
dom's economic moves." 

Jordanian officials have said 
that rhe Kingdom is willing to 
work closely wifo the IMF and 
the World Bank 2 nd to con- 
tinue with its economic restruc- 
turing programme agreed in 
1989. 

The restructuring program- 
mes has undergone several 
periodical updatings, particular- 
ly in view of the adverse econo- 
mic impact of the Gulf crisis on 
the Jordanian economy. 

Further updatings and final 
shapes to austerity measures 
are expected to be given during 
Mr. Jardaneh's talks with high- 
level IMF officials in Washing- 
ton this week. 

ft was not immediately 
known whether Mr. Jardaneh 
will meet with Bush adminis- 
tration officials during his visit 
for talks on restored American 
assistance to Jordan. 
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Bishops pledge to help 
in response to King Hussein’s request 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Heads of 
Christian communities in Jordan 
Saturday responded to a call by 
His Majesty King Hussein to the 
Jordanian people to help the re- 
turning expartiates and pledged 
to back national efforts in this 
concern. 1 

The bishops of the Roman 
Catholic, the Greek Catholic, the 
Greek Orthodox, the Armenian - 
and Protestant churches in the 
country said that they would urge . 
worshippers to help their borth- * 
ers and sisters who have recently 
returned from the Gulf. 

“Your Majesty's warnings to 
the world community against the 
flagrant violations of human 
rights in our region and the violar 
dons of all principles and human 
principles and values, has promp- 
ted us to meet and to voice our 
deep feelings of gratitude for and 
support for Your Majesty and to 


back your call to help the retur- 
nees from Kuwait and Iraq," said 
the heads of the religious de- 
nominations in a cable to the 
King. 

The bishops said that they 
would urge the Christian com- 
munity to display the spirt of love 
and brotherhood and would con- 
tribute to be enhancement of 
national unity and to propagate 
and deepen the meaning of faith 
and charity. 

"We pledge to place all our 
potentials under your directives 
in order to achieve your noble 
objectives," the bishops said in 
the cable. 

In another development, mobi- 
lisation and emergency commit- 
tee set up by the Professional 
Association Complex in Amman 
has appealed to all workers and 
professionals in the Kingdom to 


offer to be host for the returnees 
and offer help. 

Mr. Mousa Abu Hamid, the 
committee chairman, said that 
the committee would be ready to 
receive any calls from members 
of the public wishing to host any 
of the returning families or to 
offer financial assistance to them. 
The committee is in contact with 
concerned government depart- 
ments to set up a special camp 
where committee members would 
offer the returnees relief supplies. 
Dr. Abu Hamid said. 

He said that a meeting would 
be held in Amman Sunday to 
discuss the best and most effec- 
tive means which can contribute, 
to the alleviation of the returnees' 
sufferings. He added that his 
committee has branches all over 
the country ready to receive 
donations from the public. 


Belgium-based doctors association 


to study 

By Odeb Odeb 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A delegation of 
the Belgium-based Doctors of 
the Third World left Amman 
for Baghdad Saturday on a fact 
finding mission to pave the way 
for a visit by a larger team from 
Harvard University to discuss 
humanitarian issues in the 
wake of the Gulf war. 

The delegation, which 
groups doctors from Belgium, 
Morocco and Canada, will con- 
duct a study on the health 
situation in Iraqi cities. 

The health situation in Iraq 
is cause for concern to human- 
ity and doctors, according to 
the head of the group. She said 
that the doctors of the Third 
World who are now undertak- 
ing this mission had previously 
participated in a preparatory 
conference tor the "trial of 
U.S. warmongers in the Gulf." 

The group members conde- 
mned Western attempts to halt 
Iraq's scientific advances and 
said that while Iraq is being 
prevented from promoting its 
scientific programme. Israel is 
allowed to go ahead with plans 
that are considered favourable 
to the West. 

Dr. Jilali from Morocco said 
that the United States is re- 
sponsible for the present poor 



situation in Iraq 


health situation in Iraq. The 
-mortality rate in Iraq is now 
the highest in the world be- 
cause of the embargo on food 
and medicine, he said. 

A group of 32 doctors, en- 
gineers and lawyers from 
around foe world will shortly 
visit Iraq to conduct a full 
survey of the consequences of 
the war. The group will be 
accompanied by a team repre- 
senting natural conservation- 
ists to study the environment. 
Dr. Jilali said. 

In another development, a 
team representing the Federa- 
tion of Arab Doctors who re- 
turned from a meeting in 
Damascus appealed to the 
world community to lift the 
economic embargo on Iraq im- 
posed by the United Nations. 

Has&an Khreis, the federa- 
tion's secretary general who 
led the team, said that food 
and health situations are de- 
teriorating fast due to the 
embargo, which should be 
lifted for humanitarian 
: reasons. 

Dr. Khreis said that the 
Damascus meeting was de- 
voted to humanitarian issues 
related to' the effects of the 
embargo on the people of Iraq, 
whose lives are being en- 
dangered due to the severe 
shortages of food and medi- 


cine. 

Dr. Khreis told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that the 
federation has issued a state- 
ment calling for an end to foe 
embargo on Iraq. 

On Palestine, he said, the 
federation issued an appeal to 
world organisations and na- 
tions in general to help put an 
end to Israel's inhuman prac- 
tices and crimes against the 
Palestinian people and to help 
improve the health conditions 
of foe Arab population under 
Israeli rule. 

The federation’s statement. 
Dr. Khreis added, called for 
the implementation of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention, 
which provides for foe protec- 
tion of foe civilian population 
under occupation in Palestine 
and the Golan Heights. 

The continued influx of Jews 
in Palestine, the building of 
settlements on Arab territory 
and rhe stealing of Arab water 
are dangers confronting the 
whole Arab Nation that call for 
a collective stand to confront 
the enemy's plans and conspir- 
acies, Dr. Khreis said. He 
added that foe three day meet- 
ing in Damascus discussed 
matters related to foe federa- 
tion’s activities and the general 
Arab doctors meeting due m 
Tunis in October 


WHAt’S GOING 



The. following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and the daily Arabic press. Readers are 
advised to verify the listed time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

& Exhibition of traditional embroideries and hand-made items at the Jordan Intercon- 

tinental Bold. 
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Story where it belongs 


AFTER HIS Majesty King Hussein has sounded the alarm 
about the continuing Kuwaiti violations of the human rights 
of Jordanian and Palestinian expatriates, it is incumbent on 
the government to seek effective means to translate this 
urgent concern into practical measures and policies. On the 
humanitarian level, the Jordanian move to alert the 
international community on the systematic violations of 
human rights in the emirate requires reflection in the 
various United Nations fora seized with human rights and 
humanitarian issues. With this year's U.N. General Assem- 
bly session due to begin in New York in September, there is 
no better way and time to raise the issue than to have an 
item on it added to the agenda of the various General 
Assembly committees, especially the Third Committee 
which is generally seized with human rights issues and social 
and cultural concerns. It so happens also that the Sub- 
Commission on the Prevention of Discrimination and the 
Protection of Minorities is currently convening in Geneva. 
This U.N. human rights organ is particularly suited to 
examine the alarming situation in Kuwait with a view to 
addressing it in depth. 

On the economic level, the same thing applies. There are 
several international fora for presenting the sad situation in 
the emirate with a view to addressing its economic, soda! 
and cultural dimensions. To begin with, the Second General 
Assembly Committee's mandate covers the economic im- 
plications of human rights and humanitarian problems 
worldwide. What better place to raise the economic costs of 
such persistent and gross human rights violations than in the 
Second General Assembly Committee. Then there is the 
Economic and Social Council of the United Nations which is 
“the” U.N. organ delegated to examine such concerns as 
those highlighted by Amman recently. 

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is 
also well poised to extend help to Jordan in this vein. Having 
recently highlighted human rights issues and humanitarian 
concerns as primary guidelines for its development prog- 
rammes across the world, UNDP has now an opportunity to 
translate this new policy into action. It is therefore 
encouraging that the resident representative of UNDP has 
been approached for this very purpose. Of course the list of 
international agencies that may extend assistance to Jordan 
is not exhaustive. Many institutions have complementary 
spheres of work and each and every one of them can lend aid 
to the Kingdom in accordance with its own mandate and 
scope of interest. The High Commissioner for Refugees 
(HCR) for example has the capacity to aid countries that 
become suddenly recipients of floods of refugees. The 
exodus of more than a quarter of a million of Jordanians 
and Palestinians into the Kingdom is of such a magnitude 
and scale that warrants an early intervention by the HCR. 
Jordanian diplomatic representatives should be called upon 
to take this matter with the HCR as a matte* of High 


As Jordan is bearing the brunt of the human drama 
unfolding in the Golf, it is only natural that it tafcg the 
initiative in submitting it to the attention and perusal of the 
mteraational community at the right time and place. This is 
obviously the right time and the international fora constitute 
the right place. Jordan might not get what it needs from 
such a move but it remains a necessary step to set the stage 
for mobilising an International effort that may eventually 
lend effective and meaningful aid first to the actual victims 
and secondly to the country that has wholeheartedly 
them till there is a final settlement of their 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


JORDAN opens its arms wide for the returning expatriates who 
were forced to leave Kuwait after spending a lifetime building that 
country, said A1 Ra'i daily Saturday. The paper said that it is 
natural for the Kingdom, which has only meagre resources and 
which still suffers from the consequences of the Gulf crisis, to be 
in need of help from other nations so as to cope with the 
additional burdens. The civilised world should shoulder its 
responsibility in this matter and should extend a helping hand to 
die country which is trying to grapple with a humanitarian 
problem, the paper said. International aid to Jordan remains the 
best translation of any humanitarian feelings, and such aid is 
urgently needed now, before tomorrow, the paper added. It said 
that Jordan was forced to remind the international community of 
its principles and of the need to offer help to the destitute evicted 
from a country which they had spent their whole life in building. 
Jordan, for its part, will never give in to any form of pressure or 
temptations to change its national stand and the cohesion among 
the members of the Jordanian family can never be subject to any 
question with regard to offering the returnees the urgent help they 
need, the paper noted. 


S&wt A1 Shaab daily dwelt on the coming peace conference and 
Stressed the need for the Arab states that are in direct confronta- 
tion with Israel to coordinate their efforts and their stands before 
jthe convening of the proposed conference. His Majesty King 
Hussein’s coming visit to Syria in the coarse of Jordan’s intensive 
efforts to bring about such Arab- Arab cooperation is seen as a 
manifestation of Jordan's desire to allow the October peace 
conference to achieve success, die paper noted. Political events 
are moving fast in the region, as King H ossein had said in his 
Friday’s interview with the Visnews television agency the paper 
noted. It said that it is unreasonable to see the Arab side failing to 
reach a consensus on a joint stand to be taken at the coming 
conference which holds the destiny of the region and the future of 
the coming generations, the paper noted. It is really sad to see the 
U.S. secretary of state conducting talks with Arab leaders over 
die past several months while, the Arab leaders themselves fail to 

convene a meeting to discuss issues of common concern to tbeir 
nation, the paper said. It is time for the Arabs to stop dealing with 
politics in the old traditional mentality which has proved to be 
obsolete and counterproductive, the paper noted. 


EC aims to use aid to promote 


human rights in the Third World 


By Denis Baresch 


Reuter 

BRUSSELS — When the Euro- 
pean Community (EC) stepped in 
last year to bankroll the fledgling 
democracies of Eastern Europe, 
it made political change a condi- 
tion for help. 

Now it plans to use its huge aid 
budget — billions of dollars of 
credits and grants each year, most 
of which is spent buying Euro- 
pean goods and services — to 
promote democracy and respect 
for h uman rights in developing 
countries. 

“After the failure of common- 
ism the EC filled a void. Now it 
can no longer stand aloof,” said a 
spokesman for the European 
Commission, the community's 
executive body. 

“The problem of human rights 
b becoming the crux of North- 
South relations.” he said. 

Changes in Eastern Europe 
have brought what was a taboo 
subject out of the closet and 
provided the community with an 
opportunity to flex new-found 
political muscle. 

Human rights have moved to 
centre stage in its dialogue with 
countries in Africa. Asia, Latin 
America and elsewhere. 

The 12 EC leaders said in a 
final statement after their summit 
in Luxembourg in June “that 
respecting, promoting and safe- 
guarding human rights... is one of 
tiie cornerstones of European 
cooperation.” 

To put that declaration into 
practice the commission has 
asked member states for oper- 


ational guidelines. 

EC Development Ccraunission- 
er Manuel Marin has suggested a 
carrot-and-stick approach, with 
the emphasis firmly on the carrot 
in the form of cash to help states 
stamp out corruption, draft con- 
stitutions and take other steps to 
establish democracy. 

But tiie commissioa also wants 
formal grounds for doing what it 
has been doing informally for 
some time — cutting off develop- 
ment aid to countries where hu- 
man rights abuse is rife. 

Trade sanctions like those 
against South Africa are usually 
the province of EC foreign minis- 
ters, but it is the commission 
which oversees development aid 
on a day-to-day basis. 

In the past year it has blocked 
funding for projects in Somalia, 
Sudan and Liberia without wait- 
ing for a political decision from 
EC ministers. 

“Where there were glaring 
violations, or where there was no 
longer an authority we could 
work with, we quietly suspended 
our aid," the commission spokes- 
man said- 

Conditkmal aid is nothing new 
in itself — the World Bank and 
International Monetapr Fund 
have long attached political and 
economic strings to their lending. 

But some developing countries 
are less than enthusiastic at the 
prospect of the community set- 
ting itself up as a moral tutor to 
the Third World. 

“The EC should not be given a 
rote that it cannot play,” said 
Ghebray Berhane, secretary- 


general of the African, Caribbean 
and Pacific (ACP) group of 69 
developing countries. 

Some African diplomats fear 
the community could pick on 
poor countries where aid is most 
badly needed while turning a 
blind eye to scant regard for 
democracy in wealthier, more in- 
fluential parts of the world. 

Nor is Western-style mutii -par- 
ty democracy necessarily the best 
recipe for popular representation 
in countries carved out by Euro- 
pean colonists last century, where 
tribal loyalties still come before 
political allegiance, they argue. 

Others note that while the EC’s 
help for the ACP is substantial — 
12 billion European Currency 
Units ($14 billion) promised up 
until 1995 — it is small beside the 
sums given bilaterally by indi- 
vidual member states. 


Commission sources admit it 
would be hi gh on impossible to 
lay down hard and fast rules for 
assessing human rights abuses 
and applying sanctions. 

But bmkfing the principle into 
EC cooperation would send a 
clear signal to repressive and au- 
thoritarian governments around 
the world, they say. 

Mr. Berhane said help was 
welcome as long as the commun- 
ity 1^ ACP countries reform their 
political systems at the pace and 
in the manner that they consi- 
dered fit. 

“The ACP countries must 
dean up their act themselves. 
Then the EC can help to consoli- 
date by s upp o r t i ng their efforts.” 


Bangladesh faces tough test over 


killing of founding father 


By Anis Ahmed 
Reuter 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh, 
ready to embark on parliamen- 
tary democracy after a long 
period of military rule, faces a 
new explosive issue — how to 
deal with the assassins of the 
nation's founding father 16 years 
ago. 

Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia is under intense 
pressure from the opposition 
A warn i League to scrap a law 
passed by her late husband giving 
immunity to those responsible for 
the murder of Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman in 1975. 

The Awami League is headed 
by Mujibur Rahman's eldest sur-* 
riving daughter. Sheikh Hasina, 
who has backed Mrs. Khaleda's 
plans to return Bangladesh to a 
parliamentary system and deman- 
ded that in return her father’s 
killers be brought to justice. 

Bangladesh will hold a referen- 
dum among its 60 million voters 
on September 15 on the govern- 
ment's amendment to the con- 
stitution that wifi end 16 years of 
presidential rule and military dic- 
tatorship. 

Mrs. Zia took office after free 
elections in February that fol- 
lowed the overthrow of President 
Hossain Mohammad Ershad last 
December in a popular campaign 
that his opponents said ended a 
“black chapter” in the country’s 
20-year history. 

The 330-member parliament 
unanimously approved a constitu- 
tional amendment on Aug. 6 to 
restore a parliamentary tom of 
government 

Sheikh Hasina extended crucial 
support to Mrs. Zia, whose party 
has 164 members in parliament 
and is 56 seats short of the two- 
thirds majority needed to such 
amendments. 

Sheikh Hasina later said she 
expected Mrs. Zia to return the 
favour and support passage of a 
bill, submitted last Thursday by 
her Awami League, or scra p p in g 
■ the immunity granted to Mr. Mu- 
jib's killers. 

Mr. Mujib led Bangladesh to 
independence from Pakistan in 
1971 and served as president and 
prime minister until Aug. 15, 
1975, when a band of young army 
officers killed him and most 
members of his family in a mid- 
night coup. 

Mrs. Zia's husband, Ziaur 
Rahman, who eventually rose to 
power through the coup only to 
be killed jp an abortive mutiny in 
1981, passed a law in 1979 grant- 
ing immunity to Mr. Mujib's kil- 
lers and allowed them to leave 
tbe country. ! 

Two of the officers, retired 
colonels Farook Reehman and 
Abdur Rashid, returned from 
self-exile after Mr. Ershad seized 
power in a 1982 bloodless coup. 
They formed the Freedom Party 
and took part in elections. 

Tbe two men are still in Dhaka 
but have made no public com- 
ment on tbe issue. 

Political analysts said Mr. Mu- 
jib's followers were trying to re- 
vive the issue of his death to 
make political capital. 

“They are trying to rerive the 
issue and make gains out of it, 
takin g advantage of the changed 


political situation,” one analyst 
commented. 

Supporting Sheikh Hasina 's de- 
mands, hundreds of students de- 
monstrated outside the Broad- 
casting Authority office in Dhaka 
on Monday, demanding that 
radio and television broadcast 
special programmes on Mr. Mu- 
jib on Thursday, tbe 16th 
anniversary of his assassination. 

Otherwise, they warned, Mrs. 
Zia's government would face 
grave consequences. 

The threats cannot be ignored, 
particularly after clashes between 
followers of the two women lead- 
ers forced indefinite closure of 
four major universities and 
dozens of colleges in tbe past 
three months. 

Mrs. Zia faces an array of 
critical problems and politicians 


privately express fears of another 
military takeover in the event of 
her government falling. 

Though in jail, where he is 
serving a 10-year jail sentence for 
keeping illegal weapons, Mr. 
Ershad still loins large. 

His Jatiya Party, which -won 35 
seats in the February poll is trying 
to muster support for the ex-nifer 
to be allowed to leave the coun- 
try, Jatiya sources said. 

The country is meanwhile sink- 
ing into crime — banditry, rob- 
beries, sexual violence and mur- 
der — and many officials feel 
police are not doing enough. 

Smaller political groups have 
demanded that if Mr. Mujib's 
killers go on trial, so should those 
responsible for numerous politic- 
al deaths during his rule and that 
of Ziaur Rahman. 


Dr. Fanek, get well 


FOR THE first time since he started contributing his economy 
column to the Jordan Times nine years ago, Fahed Fanek is 
conspicuously absent from the page this week. Not by choice or 
design, for be is presently recovering from a sudden illness that 
hopefully wifi not keep him away from his readers for too long. 
Please join us in wishing Dr. Fanek a speedy recovery, and happy 
return to this comer soon. 


LETTERS 


Objective... 


To tbe Editor: 


AS ONE of P.V. Vivekanand's regular readers, I thought highly 
of his piece “Squatters hindering efforts to reopen Jordanian 
embassy in Beirut” (J.T. 11 August 1991). The problems — and 
possibilities — of Lebanon are enormous, and fair, professional 
reporting such as Mr. Vivekanand’s helps everybody. Lebanese 
or otherwise, to come to grips with a difficult situation. I, 
however, am not Lebanese, as described in the otherwise accurate 
article. Although I have great respect and affection for Lebanon 
and its people, I am in fact Jordanian and holder of no other 
nationality. 


Riad Ai Khouri 
Amman 


. . . or biased reporting? 


Dear Sir, 


Your reports on the murder of UNESCO director (Jordan Times, 
Aug. 12-13) were terrible. The report is more on the murderer’s 
side. It seems as if you are trying to tell your readers that tbe 
murderer had good reason to have killed his boss. Even the 
condolences sent by UNESCO employees didn't use “killed” or 
“murdered.” Instead tbe word was ‘passed away*. The portrayal 
of the murderer's children used in your newspaper was an attempt 
to gain sympathy for him. It seems there is a part of agreement 
between you and them. I am sorry to read these kind of biased 
reports in the Jordan Times where once Rami Khouri, Marwan 
Mu’asher and many others used to contribute articles of high 
quality. 


DMrahmi 

Irbid 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters' and contributions from its 
readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters intended for 
publication, however, should contain the writer’s full name and 
preferrabiy address as well. Names can be withheld only upon 
request and under special circumstances. Letters are subject to 
editing. The newspaper is not responsible for the return of unused 
manuscripts. 


U.S. no longer believes old 


Yugoslavia can be salvaged 
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By Aiaa 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — The United 
States seems to have concluded 
' that Yugoslavia in its old form is 
dead, but Washington is still 
groping for a coherent policy 
towards the divided Balkan coun- 
try in the face of worsening ethnic 
violence. 

“The consensus is that the old 
Yugoslavia is dead,” said a Bush 
administration official. 

“But it’s still far from dear 
what will emerge to take its place. 
In the meantime, we are staying 
in the background and letting the 
European Community take the 
lead on dealing wife this issue.” 
Until the republics of Croatia 
and Slovenia declared independ- 
ence in late June, the United 
States vigorously championed the 
need to Yugoslavia’s territorial 
integrity to be preserved. 

Secretary of State James Baker 
. visited Yugoslavia on June 11 in 
an unsuccessful last-minute bid to 
persuade the republics' leaders 
not to launch their secession bids. 

Mr. Baker said it was “ex- 
traordinarily important that the 
principle of ... unity and pre- 
servation of the territorial integri- 
ty of Yugoslavia be respected.” 
That policy shifted in July after 
the first outbreaks of fighting. 
Tbe United States then said it 


would support any 
that Yugoslavs worked out, in- 
cluded Slovenian and Croatian 
independence, as long as it was 

reached peacefully. 

That r emains official U.S. pob- 
cy. But ideas about the kind of 
solution that the Unit ed Sta tes 
would regard as both attainable 
and desirable are cont i n u in g to 
evolve along with tbe crisis itself. 

'■‘The key problem is that 
Yugoslavia is like Humpty 
Dumpfy. You can't put it 
together again but the the con- 
sequences of it falling apart com- 
pletely are truly staggering. 
That’s why everybody is waf- 
fling,” said Robert Haydon, a 
Yugoslavia expert with tbe Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh. 

The administration official 
argued that it was less important 
at present to articulate a vision of 
a possible future Yugoslavia than 
to stabilise die situation so that 
some form of dialogue between 
the warring groups could de- 
velop. 

“The key at this point is to try 
to prevent worsening Woodshed 
and chaos that could affect the 
whole region,” the official said. 

But he acknowledged that the 
United States did not have a dear 
picture of tbe future. 

“Even if we did have one, and 
we don't, we probably wouldn’t 
talk about it because it’s just not 


our business to push solutions of 
this problem on others,” the 
rial said. 

Walter Roberts, a former U*SU 
diplomat in Belgrade, no w wjtfe j 
George Washington Uui versify , "/ 
said the United States and ' 
Europe continued to bppe-_tbal- : 
Yugoslavs would eventuafiy see;. 
tfcaf one way or another to^ hqd^ 
to live together. 
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“I can’t be put 
exactly as it was. But some .tom^ 


of Yugoslav federation is still the 
best outcome for afilconceniedr' 

he said. J' 

The administration’s thinking 
appears to have moved beyond 
that point Officials now openly 
discuss the viability of various 
republics as separate states. 

They believe tbe Republic of 
Slovenia, as the most Western?', 
minded and ethnically 
homogeneous in Yugoslavia's 
volatile ethnic brew, might have 
the best chance of going it 


But tbe only way Croatia might 
be able to achieve independent 
could involve giving up the sec- 
tion of its territory where there is 
a Serbian majority. 

Whatever the future, the offik 
ciaJ said the republics would need 
to retain economic links. **2f They 
are cut off from each other eco- 
nomically, they face a bleak fu- 
ture,” he said. 
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Sri Lanka’s civil war continues 




with weapons and words 


- v 


By Dalton De Silva 


Renter 


COLOMBO — As the Sri Lank- 
an government sees it, the is- 
land's Tamil rebels have suffered 
a double blow to their fight to an 
independent homeland — one on 
the battlefield and the other on 
the propaganda front. 

A drawn-out battle for an army 
camp at Elephant Pass in northern 
Sri Lanka which ended earlier 
this month was, according to tbe 
government, a disaster for the 
rebels, the Liberation Tigers of 
T amil Eelam. 

The government says its armed 
forces killed as many as 2^00 
rebels, losing only 160 of their 
own men. 

Tbe Tigers’ own figures are 
drastically different. “About 250 
Tigers were killed in tbe Elephant 
Pass fighting,” said Anton Rajah, 
the Tigers’ London representa- 
tive. “We have no exact figure on 
those wounded but it is probably 
a similar number. 

“More than 1,000 Sri Lankan 
soldiers were killed and a similar 
□umber were injured,” he said. 


the major aspects in the assas- 
sination of former Indian Prime 
Munster Rajiv Gandhi on May 
21 . 

The Tigers had built up a net- 
work of supporters and sym- 
pathisers among tbe 55 million 
Indian Tamils in the southern 
Indian state of Tamil Nadn who 
have dose religious and cultural 
links with their Sri Lankan 


Tbe Tigers feared that Mr. 
Gandhi, who had opposed the 
rebel demand for a separate state 
in Sri Lanka, might be returned 
to power in the Indian elections. 

The Tigers have denied any 
involvement in the assassination, 
but Mr~ Gandhi’s death could 


when he was alleged to have 
murdered the mayor of a dty in 
Jaffna, northern Sri Lanka, in 
1975. 

Military sources say Mr. 
Prabhakaran has not been lead- 
ing his fighters from the front in 
recent battles bat that he directs 
operations from hideouts in Jaff- 
na or in the northern jungle. 

Military estimates put the T7- 
strength at up to 8,000. 
oflheir senior fighters are 
said to have been trained in In- 
dia, Libya and Lebanon. 

One undeniable fact about the 
eight-year conflict is that it has. 
been a financial drain for the 
government. 
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cost them some of the sympathy^ Aa opposmon parfamentapm 

Tndia and some N ™ d P eace campaigner, Vasadeva 




they enjoyed in India and some 
Western countries. 

Early this month Britain turned 
down a request by a Tiger leader, 
Sathasivan “Kittn” Krishnaku- 
mar, for political asylum and 
asked him to leave the country. 

“I hope that the other Western 
countries will follow suit,” a 
military officer in Colombo told 
reporters. 

The military officer said the 


Nanayakkara, said the costofthe 
Elephant Pass battle alone was 
enormous and one the govern- 
ment could ill afford. 
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No independent estimates of Tamils used their overseas offices 


the casualty toll are available, but 
Western diplomatic sources said 
they were not convinced by the 
government figures. 

Nevertheless, President Rana- 
singhe Premadasa was sufficiently 
encouraged by the results of the 
battle to call on the rebels to 
abandon their “futile” fight. 

The government says the Ti- 
gers have seen their prestige 
plummet since they were named 


— in London and Paris, with 
representatives in Germany, 
Canada and tbe United States — 
to export money from Tamils and 
other people living in those conn- 
tries in Older to buy aims. 

The Tigers are led by Velupiliai 
Prabhakaran, 47, who is said to 
have fashioned the rebel group 
after Cuban leader Fidel Castro’s 
guerrillas. 

He came to national attention 


‘If the government has to de- 
ploy this number of soldiers each 
time a camp is under attack, then 
resources wil be drain© 
time,” he said. 

Mr. Nanayakkara said a poli- 
tical solution was the only way 
out of the crisis. "'There should 
be an immediate ceasefire and a 
resumption of talks without con- 
ditions.” 

Lawrence Thilakar, tbe Tigers’ 
representative in Paris, said the 
rebels were prepared to talk 
peace with the government, but 
without any preconditions. 

“If they (the government) in- 
sist on preconditions, then we will 
make se J f-de termination our own 
precondition,” he said. 
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For war- torn Angola a long haul 


_ * 




to fulfil economic potential 


By Paul 

The Associated Press 




LUANDA — Tbe world's best is 
to sale in Roque Santeiro, tbe 
vast, colourful blade market that 
symbolises the devastation 
wrought on tbe Angolan eco- 
nomy by 16 years of Marxist 
mismanagement and civil war. 

“This is the market economy’s 
answer to the centralised sys- 
tem,” Vittorio L. Guandalini, a 
European Community advisor, 
said of the profusion of Japanese 
electronic equipment, French 
cognac, Dutch butter and other 
goods. 

Roque Santeiro deals not only 
in contraband, but in goods 
obtained directly from state-own- 
ed factories or "people's stores” 
and resold at inflated prices. 

The Angolan kwanza was arti- 
ficially pegged at 33 to the dollar 
from 1975 until a devaluation in 
March, but a dollar bought up to 
3,000 on tbe black market. The 
rate now is 66 to the dollar 
officially, and about 800 on tbe 
black market. 


man based in Luanda. 

President Jose Eduardo Dos 
Santos pledged recently to intro- 
duce a market ecoqmy- 

It will be difficult. Prices mil 
rise when subsidies are removed, 
many public employees will lose 
their jobs and the currency will be 
worth even less, creating more 
hardship for people already in 
dire poverty. 

Help could come from foreign 
investment as Angola opens its 
economy. Western officials are 
optimistic about the country’s 
chances for an economic revival. 

“Angola is one ai the few 
African countries with a gMniinn 
development capacity," a World 
Bank economist said, on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

More than 90 per cent of fore- 
ign earnings come from ofl, and 
petroleum exports probably will 
remain tbe economic mainstay. 
Angola is tbe sixth-ranking fore- 
ign supplier to the United States. 

Prospecting for new oil re- 
serves along the coast is expected 
to ‘ 


vate tbe plantations that 
made Angola no. 4 in world 
coffee production. 

Its food needs can be met by 
reviving farming on the fertile 
central plateau, restocking 
herds on the southern plains and 
developing fishing along the 
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During the war, oil 

kept tbe economy afloat but most 
of the money was spent in arm* 
or food imports since Angola's 
previously rich agriculture was 
devastated by the war. Farming 
was hampered by min ** and 
fighti ng in the countryside. Tbe 
distribution network broke down. 

From 1973 to 1989 wheat pro- 
duction fell from 33,000 to 2,400 
tonnes, rice from 53,000 to 2J80Q 
tomnra, maize from 854,000 to : w- 
204.M0. Coffee, the main export • ^ fVs 

*•“ fen from a h— 
ziu,uuo tonnes in tbe eariy 1970s 

to about 5,000 in 1990, largely 
due to — — :nl — 
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A health worker’s monthly sal- 
ary of 10,000 kwanzas will feed a 
family for only four days. Work- 
ers usually get paid part of their 
salary in goods. Most prefer this 
because goods can be resold on 
the black market. 


Angola 
amond 


is 



With three cases of soft drinks, 
a worker can sell on the black 
market and earn three times his 
salary,” said a Western business- 


fifth in world <fi- 
nction, and expor ts 
million in 1990. The 
war's end makes increased pro 
duction and exploration possible 
in the diamond country of the 
remote northeast. 

The De Beers (fiamond cartel 
has begun a $50 mfitioa prospect- 
ing programme and has expressed 
"fflkffwss to invest $1 billion 
more in extraction. 

There also are plans to reacts 


.V'k 


Dos Santos has admitted that 
was not tbe only ot 
Angola’s economic ills. He raid 
the centrally controlled Marxist - , 
q«tem had failed to meet the 2 
de g a “*of ffie economy. 

He further acknowledged ini*-.— ^ 

““W by heads of tiue-jL 
rup factories and state toms: Uie:£ 
2 *«n had the * 
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mantamed prim, . find,* 
rate for a coirency that - 
Wprfll,RStriCtK«J^ : : 
on fore ign investment, and vridc*" 
conniption.. - . 
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Your birth stone 

•1 

= Self confidence 

4L 

• 
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" * • . ’ 1 

Amman- no Do Janevo 


Jovrttars Gems 

Amman- Amra Hotel; sm cmk. 




GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TAWiAK HIRSCH 

-i?9l Trdxne M^tKa Sonnets. !nc 


THE ELUSTVE EXTRA CHANCE 


Andy Capp 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

* J 9 8 3 
v 7 5 3 

: X 6 4 
4SS5 

“E3T EAST 

7 2 * 6 4 

XQJS 7 A 9 6 2 

Q lO 6 2 v 9 7 5 

r ‘ Q 8 4 a io 763 

SOUTH 

* A X Q 10 5 
"30 4 

. A J 3 
0 A J 2 
The bidding: 

South West North Cast 

1 £ Pass 2 £ Pass 

4 £ Pass Pass Pass 


South West North Cast 

1 £ Pass 2 £ Pass 

4 £ Pass Fas*? Pass 

Opening Send: Xing cf T 
Be very wary v?hen someone pre- 
sents you with a diagram including a 
little ‘ V for each card below honor 
rank rather than the actual apotcard 
itself, and asks bon you would play 
the h.ind. Just the difference be- 
tween &n oirM and a nine could 
mean the anrid 

The auction would meet with the 
approval of even the sternest critic. 
Declarer could nut have asked for a 
better dummy — three low hearts 
facing his doubleton meant that ev- 
en* one uf partner’s csrds was 
working. 

The hands fit so well that every 
addict of the finesse would be a 3-to- 


1 favorite to get home. If East held 
either minor-suit queen, declarer 
would have 10 easy tricks. Unfortu- 
nately. both are w ro ng, and an ex- 
cellent contract would suffer the 
fate of the Titanic. 

If we were given the hand with an 
“x~ for each spotcard, that's per- 
haps the way we would have played 
it. The key card here is the nine of 
clubs. That gives us a 3-to-l chance 
in dubs alone if we can get the ene- 
my to broach the suit. And a combi- 
nation play in diamonds is available 
that would enhance our odds con- 
siderably, perhaps even nutlm the 
contract a laydown. 

After raffing the third heart and 
drawing trumps, declarer should 
cash the ace and king of diamonds. 
If the queen drops, all za well If not, 
declarer continues with a diamond 
to the jack. 

Shook! West have the queen, that 
defender wQl be endplayed on win- 
ning the trick. West must lead into 
declarer’s dub tenace or concede a 
ruff- aluff; either gives declarer 10 
tricks. Should East win the queen of 
diamonds and attack dubs, the con- 
tract comes home if East has other 
the queen or ten of chibs. Declarer 
lets the dub run around to dummy. 
If West produces die ten. the table's 
king wins and declarer still a 
finesse of the jack available for the 
fillfilling trick. 



Mutt*n*Jeff 


WHAT DIP you SfTmS GONNA 

name her ' 



1 BaHroom dance 
6 flatter 

9 Johnny or cold 

13 Gr. epic 

14 Crude minerals 
Ifi Bfbftcal word 

17 Fen 

18 — impasse 
{stymied) 

19 Put away 

20 Like some tails 


23 Wagon tracks 

24 Lyric poems 
26 Certain soldier 
30 Made known 

32 Vicinity 

33 " — and Lovers" 
(Lawrence) 

35 Lasso 
39 Race official 
41 Mex. dishes 

43 Hogan's kin 

44 WOrtf with high 
or eye 

46 Webster or 


47 uptight 
49 Take lor granted 
51 Beach hut 

54 Gone 

55 Asoect 

57 With extrema 
pressure 
63 Br. composer 
54 "Goodbye 
Columbus” 
author 

65 Water wheel 

66 Young foBower 

67 Fencing sword 

68 Give the third 
degree 

69 Shoulder 
enhancers 

70 McMahon and 

nigs*. 

Hawkins 

DOWN 

1 Dolt 

2 Shaped lit, a 

wing 

3 Muck 

4 wso party 1 


an laiiiu 
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5 Stick 

6 Glide 

7 Skffled worker 
3 Have 

transactions 
9 Keepers 

10 Paid up front 

11 Long scarf 

12 Ululates 

15 Contemptuous 

look 

21 Sister Kenny 

25 5afcm wave 

26 Persevere 

27 Comic Johnson 

28 — tide 

29 Keepers 

31 Equation phrase 
34 Poetic ayes 

36 Baseball family 
name 

37 9 men or 2 
horses 

38 Arthtr of tennis 
40 Adolescent 

42 ki water trouria 

45 Alleged 


Yestentay*, Puzzle Safari: 


fiii^nn iiiLinn nnr 

nrihi - 4 o^n n “H ,lnr 
nc?n nnnr 

mono nnnri 

nnnnrnrc nnransmr 
^nnnnaaonnn 0 ^ 

nmn roc 
JIJRQ <cinnr?RR fi ri r 

nnn rmHrJ n rannne 

nmnRS nF1 

Rnnnra-n9H n nfITr 

Bnnf] ClFlFJR nnsirr 
jjQnn HflGFi nnnr 


48 inner she# 

Coating 

50 Crook traps 

51 CUng to 

52 Main attar* 

Mstumea ■ 


55 Ruins 
• 58 Heavy cord - 
59 Mis. Charles 
.60 Network 
'61 LesEe Caron 
rofe 
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Moroccan citrus exports rise 
55 %to 11-year high 

SABATfR)— Moroccan exports of citrus fruits rose 55 per cent to 
^lL-y£OThigh of 680,000 tonnes in the 1990-91 season, the citrus 
trait growers assodation (ASP AM) has said. 

' -U was the highest since the 1979-88 season, when 770,000 tonnes 
were^MAd abroad, including 200,000 tonnes to the Soviet Union. 
Moapbcxi;expot^ 440,000 in the 1989-90 season. 

Qemdntines, navel oranges and late variety oranges accounted for 
■£Bosc.^b£ Jtlpe. big increase in last season's exports. 

“the exports included 130,000 tonnes of clementines. 128,000 
tonnes 1 of '.navel oranges and 332,000 tonnes of late oranges. 
Oanpa/ftiw figures Tor 1989-90 were 108,000, 70,000 and 193,000 

' The acspoation sajd the increase in late variety orange exports was 
l a smpr&e-because the. original estimates were between 2#) ,000 and 
. 240,000jaiunes. ■ 

Mast-^apeurts went to Europe. Other clients included neighbouring 
Alg^ria'^^SO.OOOtonnes, the United States with 10,000 tonnes and 
Hong ;Eri«g. with nearly 1,000 tonnes. 
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Tunisia ups incomes 
of poor to cushion 
food price hikes 

TUNIS (R) — Tunisia has raised allowances for 100,000 poor 
families by nearly 16 per cent to cushion them against food price rises 
that took effect Saturday. 

The official news agency TAP said the allowances were raised from 
47.50 to 55 dinars (dollars) a quarter with effect from the beginning 
of August. 

Minimum wages of labourers were raised by about 55 a month and 
for farm workers by $2.50 a month. 

The government increased the controlled prices of basic foods such 
as bread, cooking oil. pasta and semolina by between 2.7 and 11 per 
cent with effect from Saturday. 

TAP said the price increases were due to 3 steep rise in the cost of 
state subsidies from 1.3 million dinars in 1970 to 362 million dinars 
(dollars) in 1989. 

Subsidies had risen sharply because of the higher cost of imported 
raw materials and the decline of the dinar. 


Eastman Kodak plans 
to cut 3,000 jobs 

ROCHESTER. New York (R) — Eastman Kodak Co., the world's 
largest producer of photographic products, has said it planned to cut 
about 3,000 of its 134.000 jobs, with most of the reductions expected 
to come through voluntary early retirement. 

The company said the plan and other one-time charges would 
probably reduce its third-quarter net earnings by 5375 million. Much 
of that will be paid for our of the company’s pension trust, which 
Kodak said has more money than needed. 

In the second quarter, the Rochester-based company, a pioneer in 
film manufacturing, earned 5357 million on revenues of 55 billion. 

Kodak has been hit by lower demand for film and photographic 
paper during (he recession and the Gulf war and by increased 
competition. The corporation cut about 7,500 workers in a 1989 
restructuring. 


Chrysler Corp loses 
$21 2m In 2nd quarter 

HIGHLAND PARK. Michigan (R) — Chrysler Corp. lost 5212 
million in the second quarter, completing the trio of heavy losses 
among' the nation's big three carmakers. 

Chrysler said its second-quarter results, which were in the range 
expected by industry analysts, were hurt by a combination of lower 
sales, a shift to a less-profitable mix of vehicle models and higher 
incentive costs. 

Despite the sleep loss, the third largest U.S. carmaker said the 
deficit was still a •‘marked improvement" over the first quarter of 
1991, when the company lost 5598 million. 

In a statement, Chrysler Chairman Lee lacocca attributed the 
improvement to a stronger economy which in turn helped revive 
vehicle demand. 

"The economy and the industry both showed some improvement 
in the second quarter as customers slowly came back to the market. 
That helped our results overall.'* 

Chrysler said the loss came on revenues of 57.8 billion. In the same 
period a year ago, the automaker earned $180 million on 58.85 billion 
in revenues. 

General Motors Corp. and second-largest Ford Motor Co. 
reported combined losses of more than 51 billion for the second 
quarter. Although the losses were not as heavy as in the first quarter, 
when the two lost more than 52 billion, they showed the carmakers 
are still far from profitability. 


China to send officials 
for Washington talks 


BELTING (R) — Top Chinese 
trade officials will go to Washing- 
ton to cool tempers frayed by 
Beijing's mounting trade surplus 
and its patchy record on copyr- 
ight protection, a senior Chinese 
official said . 

"China is taking steps to in- 
crease the transparency of its 
foreign trade policies and regula- 
tions," Sun Zhenyu, director of 
American and Oceanian affairs at 
the Ministry of Foreign Economic 
Relations and Track, told the 
official China daily. 

"This is a must in our expan- 
sion of economic reforms." 

The team, led by vice minister 
of foreign trade, Tong Zhiguang, 
and including diplomats and offi- 
cials from China's customs, pa- 
tent and copyright offices, leaves 
Saturday. The officials will hold 
four days of talks in Washington. 

China's ties with the United 
States, strained by Beijing's 
bloody 1989 crackdown on pro- 
democracy protests, have been 
further shaken by a rancorous 
dispute over trade issues. 

In 1990, China enjoyed its first 
overall trade surplus since 1983. 
Its surplus with the United States 
alone was more than $10 billion. 
U.S. statistics showed. Washing- 
ton fears this could rise to over 
$15 billion this year. 

The surplus figures prominent- 
ly in U.S. congressional debate 


this year over extending China's 
Most Favoured Nation (MFN) 
trade staius, which gives the 
lowest possible tariffs to Chinese 
exports. 

Last month, the U.S. House of 
Representatives and Senate 
voted to impose conditions on 
China to be met before MFN was 
renewed for 1992. including im- 
provements in human rights. 

A final version of the bill has 
not been sent to President 
George Bush, who has promised 
to veto the legislation. 

China is growing increasingly 
worried about the trade squab- 
ble. 

“We understand that Sino- 
U.S. trade is of great concern to 
the U.S. Congress and govern- 
ment," Mr. Sun was quoted as 
saying. "We welcome such an 
opportunity to make bilateral 
consultations and we hope some- 
thing positive will come out of the 
meeting." 

China was working to expand 
its imports from the United States 
as a means of cutting the imba- 
lance. Mr. Sun said. 

“We have stopped the down- 
ward trend of our imports from 
the U.S., which dropped 16 per 
cent in 1990," he said. Chinese 
customs figures showed U.S. im- 
- ports rose 6.2 per cent in the first 
half of 1991 compared with the 
same 1990 period, he said. 
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Bahrain 

offshore 

banking 
assets fall 
sharply 

MANAMA (R) — Assets of 
offshore banking units (OB US) 
in Bahrain’s financial centre de- 
clined 14 per cent to $51.5 billion 
during the first quarter of 1991, 
the lowest level since 1981, figures 
have showed. 

The Bahrain Monetary Agency 
(BMA) quarterly report said 
assets of the island's 51 OBU's — 
which like other banks in the area 
were hit by loss of confidence 
following the Gulf crisis — fell by 
58.4 billion in the first three 
months of 1991. 

Total assets had stood at S59.9 
billion at end-December 1990 and 
at $73.33 billion at end-March 
1990. 

Confidence has been returning 
to the area since U.S.-led forces 
drove Iraq out of Kuwait last 
Februaiy. 

But the number of OBU’s 
operating in Bahrain, the Middle 
East’s main financial centre, has 
continued to decline. There were 
OBU’s in Bahrain at the height of 
the oil boom more than a decade 
ago. 

The BMA report assets of the 
19 commercial banks in Bahrain 
edged 4.3 per cent higher to 1.952 
billion dinars (55.2 billion) at 
end-March 1991 from 1.871 bil- 
lion dinars (4.962 billion) at the 
end of December. 

But this year's first quarter was 
lower than the end-March 1990 
level of 2.085 billion dinars (55.53 
billion). 

Private sector deposits rose 5.7 
per cent to S72.6 million dinars 
(52.31 million) during the first 
quarter of 1991 from 825.5 mil- 
lion (2.19 billion) at end-Decem- 
ber 1990. 

Public sector deposits also in- 
creased 6.7 per cent to 545.8 
million dinars (51.45 billion) in 
the first three months of 1991 
from 511.1 million (51.36 billion) 
at end-December 1990. . 

Assets of the BMA declined to 
53434 million dinars (SI. 42 bil- 
lion) during the first quarter of 
1991 from 542.78 million (51.44 
billion) at the end of 1990. 

But total assets were up on the 
end-March 1990 level of 520.94 
million (51.38 billion). 



Kuwait plans t ' ' 

number of banks to 4 


starting next month 


KUWAIT (R) — The cenrral 
bank has said it plans to make 
Kuwait's eight merge into four 
banks from September to help 
them operate profitably against 
competition. 

Governor Salem Abdul Aziz 
Ai Saud Al Sabah told Reuters in 
an interview the merger would be 
complete early next year.* 

“It will be in their interest to 
merge, otherwise they will not be 
able to compete domestically or 
internationally. I would like to 
have a number of banks in 
Kuwait not exceeding four a; the 
beginning for at least three to 
four years until the situation im- 
proves and then they can ex- 
pand.** he said. 

The central bank was fully 
committed to supporting the 
banks but mergers offered the 
best solution. The aim was to 
increase efficiency and broaden 
the banks’ capital base. 

“I am worried if they do not 
merge, they have certain criteria 
to meet, and they cannot meet 
them," he said. 

Kuwait's banking system is 
burdened with debts of $!S bil- 


lion and only one • of the six 
commercial banks, the National 
Bank of Kuwait, is in good finan- 
cial health. 

The problem dates back to the 
crash in 1982 of the unofficial 
Souk A! Manakh secondary stock 
market. The banks had 40 per 
cent of their investment portfolio 
tied up in the market. 

The central bank interviewed 
to help them after the crash. 

Sheikh Salem said Kuwait was 
overbanked and the number of 
branches had to be drastically 
reduced. Foreign banks would 
only be allowed to operate in the 
emirate after the local banks had 
put their house in order. 

Iraq's invasion last year led to 
an exodus which has reduced the 
population of Kuwait by half to 
about one million. This was 
eroded the banks' client base. 

In addition to the six commer- 
cial banks, Kuwait has two spe- 
cialised banks which would be 
included in the merger. Sheikh 
Salem said. 

The government has a controll- 
ing stake in only two of the banks 
— Burgan and the Bank of 


Kuwait and the Middle East. 

The other six banks are outside 
the control of the government, 
which maintains a stake of be- 
tween five and 30 per cent in each 
of them. 

'Sheikh Salem did not say which 
banks would take over the otherc 
in the merger. 

Kuwait's banks had total assets 
of 11 billion dinars ($37 billion) 
with private sector deposits totall- 
ing 4.8 billion dinars (516 billion) 
according to the governor. 

The banks faced a real test of 
investor confidence on Aug. 3 
when the central bank lifted res- 
trictions on cash withdrawals and 
the transfer of funds abroad. 

Bankers said fears of a massive 
run on the banks proved prema- 
ture and there were no serious 
effect on the deposits. 

The central bank, fearing a 
flight of capital, imposed a 
monthly ceiling of 4,000 dinars 
(S13.500) on withdrawals after 
the emirate was liberated on Feb. 
28. 

The limit was eased in June 
before being scrapped. 


Delta makes itself a 




airline with Pan Am deal 


ATLANTA (R) — Delta Air 
Lines Inc., which started 67 years 
ago as a crop-dusting service, has 
propelled itself into the ranks of 
global carriers with its $1.4 billion 
deal to buy Pan Am Corp., ex- 
perts have said. 

Delta, known for its conserva- 
tive, paternalistic corporate cul- 
ture rooted in America's deep 
south, is likely to face some near- 
term turbulence from the mam- 
moth task of taking over Pan 
Ain’s European operation, trans- 
Atlantic routes and northeastern 
U.S. shuttle, airline analysts said. 

Delta won bankruptcy court 
approval Monday to buy most of 
Ran Am for $1.4 trillion. The 
cash-starved Pan Am was forced 
into bankruptcy protection last 
January. 

By taking a 45 per cent stake in 
a slimnier Pan Am, the Atlanta- 
based carrier, now ranked as the 


number three U.S. airline, faces 
other new travellers challenges in 
extending its reach through plans 
to feed travellers into Pan Am's 
Miami hub, which serves Latin 
America and the Caribbean. 

But despite problems of culture 
clash and adjustment that are 
typical in acquisitions, experts 
said Delta's abitity to make prior 
mergers profitable and the rich 
opportunities in global markets 
should make the deal a long-term 
success. 

Delta built itself from a major 
southern airline to a national 
carrier by acquiring Northeast 
Airlines in 1972 and Western 
Airlines in 1987. 

Formed from the nucleus of a 
crop-dusting service that started 
in Georgia in 1924 and moved to 
Louisiana the next year, Delta 
began passenger service in 192 9, 
moved to Atlanta in 1941 and was 


awarded its first routes to Europe 
in 1978. 

With a mostly non-union work 
force, Delta is known as paterna- 
listic with employees, conserva- 
tive, service-oriented and among 
the more profitable players in an 
industry transformed by dereg- 
ulation in the 1970s. Chairman 
Row AUsn and President Whit 
Hawkins both rose from company 
ranks. 

In the 1982 recession, flight 
attendants organised a campaign 
to buy the company a new Boeing 
767 in gratitude for management 
policy of avoiding layoffs despite 
weak business. 

Delta made record profits in 
the late 1980s, but lost 5324 mil- 
lion on revenues of 59.2 billion in 
the fiscal year that ended June 30, 
which saw a huge decline in travel 
caused by the recession and the 
Gulf war. 


Albania stops foreign exchange dealing after losses 


TIRANA (R) — Albania's coali- 
tion government has closed down 
the Albanian state bank's foreign 
exchange department after it ran 
up losses of 5170 million, the 
daily newspaper Zeri I Populiit 
has reported. 

The losses emerged after an 
inspection of the central bank, 
carried out with the help of the 
International Monetary Fund, 
said the paper, which is the organ 
of the formerly Communist 
Socialist Party, the biggest mem- 
ber of the coalition. 


The losses, run up since 1988. 
are half the size of the 5343 
million trade deficit posted in the 
first half of this year by Albania, 
Europe's poorest country. 

The paper quoted a govern- 
ment spokesman as saying that 
the bank’s foreign exchange sec- 
tion bad been acting without any 
financial controls. 

“They have irresponsibly con- 
ducted hard-currency operations 
which were beyond the country's 
financial possibilities and some- 
times were of a speculative char- 


Soviet Union seeks more 
bilateral tax treaties 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Union is seelting to negotiate 
bilateral tax treaties with as many 
countries as possible to avoid 
double- taxation. Deputy Finance 
Minister Vladimir Rodyushkin 
has said. 

He said Mosow should reach 
accords with other countries to 
ensure that each other's nationals 
did not pay taxes both at home 
and abroad. 

“We have already concluded 
such agreement with about 20 
countries... we want to conclude 


as many as possible," be told a 
round-table discussion on Soviet 
foreign economic links. 

The Kremlin, trying to improve 
the business climate for foreign 
investors, has signed tax treaties 
recently with South Korea, 
Greece, Turkey and Luxem- 
bourg. 

“We may soon conclude a simi- 
lar agreement with the United 
States... we are considering about 
10 proposals from other coun- 
tries,” Mr. Rodyushkin said. 


acter," be said. 

“Moreover the losses caused 
by this activity from 1988 to 1990 
were hidden systematically and in 
a speculative way,” he noted. 

He added that the losses 
threatened the bank's ability to 
meet its payments obligations, 
undermining its position on the 
world market. 

The coalition government is 
taking Albania towards a market 
economy and political pluralism 
after nearly five decades of ortho- 
dox communism ended late last 
year amid popular unrest. 

Under ike communist system, 
foreign trade was a state monopo- 
ly and financial activity was 
frowned upon. But the author- 
ities set up a small foreign ex- 
change operation to service fore- 
ign trade. 

The government has decided to 
close down foreign exchange 
activity in the state bank and pass 
the matter to the investigating 
authorities, the spokesman was 
quoted as saying. 

Albania will soon publish a 
series of measures to promote 
foreign investment and trade. 

Ylli Cabin, minister of interna- 


tional economic cooperation, has 
told Albanian radio that a foreign 
investments agency would be set 
up in Tirana soon “to correctly 
orientate foreigners who would 
like to invest in Albania." 

The ministry is striving to lift 
barriers impeding foreign inves- 
tors, and the government has 
approved laws and decrees, to be 
issued soon, which will help in 
this direction, he said. 

They involve lower customs 
duties and will make it easier for 
foreigners to set up joint ventures 
or private exterp rises. 

They will allow state and pri- 
vate enterprises to use hard cur- 
rency in trade and end the state 
monopoly on foreign trade. 

Mr. Cabiri said 26 joint ven- 
tures have been created so far in 
Albania and several middle-size 
projects with foreign investments 
have already started. He gave no 
details. 

The official Albanian news 
agency AT A said that the inspec- 
tion team investigating the fore- 
ign exchange losses at the state 
bank had not found any concrete 
proof of deception or abuses 
perpetrated for personal profit. 


Fully furnished apartment consisting of 3 bedrooms. 3 toilets, 
sitting room, L-shaped salon, fully equipped kitchen, terrace, 
telephone, elevator and central antenna. 

Umm A Summaq - Mecca Street. 

Ple8se contact telephone: 820283*665784 


MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENT 

FOR RENT 

Location: Fourth Circle behind Zahran Palace. 

Three bedrooms.three bathrooms, large living room, salon and 
dining room and a fully equipped kitchen, on third floor with 
elevator. JD 10,000 per year. 

Tel.: 641010 


AL ASSAD STORES 

Jabal Amman — First Circle 

Announces the arrival of a new 

consignment of KENWOOD stereo sets 

of Japanese origin. 

Different models, reasonable prices 
Please call tel.: 638438 


Housemaid Wanted 

An Experienced Housemaid 
for Live-in Position 

Call: 843512 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

With very good furniture, central heating .telephone and a 
solar heater. 

Location: Tabartoour - Armed Forces Housing Estate. 
Preference to be given to a foreign family. 

Tel.: 776276-685224-66571 1 
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The American Community School announces a new programme 
for 4 and 5 year olds for the 1991-92 school year. The new K-1 
and K-2 class will provide a developmental programme with 
appropriate learning activities for each age group The emph- 
asis will be on presenting creative lessons designed to allow the 
pre-school and kindergarten age child to develop socially, 
physically, emotionally and academically in a positive environ- 
ment. 

Classes will be five days per week from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. A 
reduced tuition and capital assessment rate will apply. Bus 
transportation is available for an additional fee. 

Please contact ACS (813944-6) for additional information. 
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outh African peace 



rocess back on rails 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South Africa's “democracy train” 
appears to be on track again 
behind a general amnesty for 
political exiles and a tentative 
agreement to end township war- 
fare, political analysts said 
Saturday. 

“These two long overdue de- 
velopments augur well for talks 
on a democratic constitution,” 
said Phil Mdmkulu, a political 
scientist at the University of 
South Africa. 

The government this week 
announced an agreement with the 
United Nations to grant amnesty 
to thousands who fled apartheid 
over the past 30 years. So far it 
has permitted only seiective i 
amnesties for returning exiles.’ 
and then only for the crime of 
leaving the country illegally. 

ANC publicity chief Pall Jor- 
dan told reporters: “It makes a 
change and is all for the better. 
But the government still has to 
deliver on other undertakings it 
has made.” 

Also this week, the govern- 
ment, the African National Con- 
gress and Lhe Inkatha Freedom 
Party reached a consensus on 
ways to end violence in black 
townships which has killed more 
than 2.000 people in the past 1] 
months. 

The ANC had listed an amnes- 
ty to all exiles and an end to 
township violence as major con- 
ditions for starting talks with the 
government on a non-racial con- 


stitution. 

The Saturday Star newspaper 
said: “If the agreement between 
Pretoria and the United Nations 
lives up to expectations, the gov- 
ernment action is laudable... if 
the exiles issue is indeed about to 
be resolved, there is cause to 
hope that, domino-like, the out- 
standing problems will fall 
away." 

Township violence reached 
epidemic proportions between 
April and June this year, promp- 
ting the ANC to pull out of 
democracy talks with the govern- 
ment until reformist President 
F.W. de Klerk took steps to halt 
it. 

Now, says political analyst 
Mervyn Frost, “there is real pos- 
sibility that round-table constitu- 
tional talks could get going within 
weeks.” 

Improving relations between 
the government and the predomi- 
nantly black opposition were 
poisoned last month when the 
government admitted it secretly 
funded the conservative Inkatha 
to counter the more radical 
ANC's influence in the 
townships. 

The scandal, dubbed “Inkatha- 
gate” led to the demotion of two 
cabinet ministers. 

Some analysts warn that consti- 
tutional talks could still be sabot- 
aged by pro-apartheid white mili- 
tants. 

“They will often be a nui- 
sance,” Mr. Mtimkulu. said, refer- 


ring to the neo-Nazi Afrikaner 
Resistance Movement which had 
three members killed in clashes 
with police a week ago. “But they 
won't stop the democracy train." 

The ANC said Friday it had 
released all South African gov- 
ernment spies in its custody, 
some of them trained assassins. 

It said in a statement that 32 of 
the “most notorious" agents 
would return by air to Johannes- 
burg on a flight from Nairobi 
Saturday and would be handed to 
the International Committee of 
the Red Cross. 


The statement gave no details 
of where they had been held. It 
was issued hours after Pretoria 
and the U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) initialled 
an accord clearing the way for the 
return of thousands of exiles. Hie 
pact included an amnesty for poli- 
tical crimes. 

The ANC statement said that 
over the past 16 years the move- 
ment had uncovered within its 
ranks a number of agents acting 
on behalf of Pretoria’s security 
services. 


“Among them were a number 
of specially trained killers and 
assassins, who perpetrated ex- 
ceedingly gruesome murders in 
South Africa and the frontline 
states.” it said. 

The ANC had decided in 
February to release them all and 
this process was now complete, 
the statement said. 


Gunman kills 6, himself in Australian mall 


STRATHFIELD, Australia (AP) 
— A masked man with an auto- 
matic rifle and a machete shot or 
hacked six people to death in a 
crowded suburban shopping mail 
Saturday before killing himself, 
police said. 

Eight people were hospitalised 
with gunshot wounds, including 
four in critical condition. Three 
others were being treated for 
shock. 

Doug Kelly, chief superinten- 
dent for Blacktown District 
Police, told reporters at the 
Strathfield Plaza there was no 
indication of a motive or whether 
the unidentified man knew any of 


the victims. 

“There doesn't appear to be 
any rhyme or reason for it.” he 
said. “It was a horrendous killing 
and we are going to be unraveling 
details all night.” 


Police said the man used a 
machete to hack a woman to 
death in a mall coffee shop at the 
shopping centre in Strathfield. an 
upper middle-class suburb on 
Sydney's West Side. 


Wearing a stocking cap, be 
then used a high-powered rifle to 
shoot four other people in the 
coffee shop and another in the 
mall before going to the upper- 


level parking garage. 

'‘He fired a number of indiscri- 
minate shots at the people be- 
low." Mr. Kelly said. 

One of the wounded was hit at 
the railway station. Sydney's 
busiest suburban transport hub. 
about 100 metres away. The man 
then turned the gun on himself. 

Mr. Kelly said the dead in- 
cluded four women and three 
men. “including what we believe 
to be the offender." 

“He used the machete on one 
of the victims. It looked like a 
young girl. It’s a terrible scene in 
there. . . terrible. . . Mr. Kelly 
said. 


Burma denies drug involvement I Rural 


BANGKOK { AP) — Allegations 
that Burma's ruling military junta 
is involved in drug trafficking are 
intended to help topple the coun- 
try’s government, a Burmese offi- 
cial said. 


highly publicised burnings of 
narcotics and refinery equipment, 
the government of Burma did not 
demonstrate a comprehensive in- 
terest in narcotics law enforce- 
ment in 1990.” 


England 


The Burmese state radio 
quoted military intelligence chief 
Maj. Gen. Khin Nynnt as saying 
Thursday that “false allegations 
are ... being made that our gov- 
ernment is encouraging the 
spread of narcotic drags." A text 
cf his comments was seen Satur- 
day in Bangkok. 

Gen. Khin Nyunt said the drug 
allegations and accusations of hu- 
man rights abases were pan of 
attempts by “some big nations” 
to install a new government. 


Opium production, the report 
said, was nearly twice as large as 
that of two years earlier. 

Burma’s military seized power 
in 1988, when soldiers shat dead 
hundreds and possibly thousands 
of peaceful pro-democracy de- 
monstrators. The opposition 
National League for Democracy 
won the 1989 elections but the 
junta has refused to transfer pow- 
er. Most of the party's leaders 
have been jailed. 


explodes in 
race riots 


The general apparently was re- 
ferring to the United States, 
which in July imposed economic 
sanctions on Burma because of its 
lack of progress ra curbing the 
Sow of narcotics and in easing 
political repression. 

The U.S. government said in a 
March report that “despite three 


“Burma’s military rulers have 
reached agreements with a num- 
ber of insurgent groups which 
permit continued poppy cultiva- 
tion, heroin productions and 
narcotics trafficking in the short 
term in return for peace and 
long-term rural development and 
crop substitution projects," the 
report said. 


Bulgaria’s non-co mmunis ts 
walk out of parliament 


TELFORD, England (R) — An 
outburst of race-related violence 
in a rural English town this week 
has shocked many Britons and 
added a new dimension to a 
problem usually associated with 
the inner cities. 

About 100 mostly Mack and 
Asian youths stoned police cars, 
smashed shop windows and tried 
to set fire to a local police station 
in a suburb of Telford, central 
England, Monday and Tuesday 
after police shot dead a man of 
West Indian origin. 

The mother of the dead man 
said Friday, she would sue the 
police for alleged negligence. 

“I’ve lived here all my life and 
this has never happened before,” 
said Telford resident Desmond 
Spence, 23. “Tbe blacks have 
never come together tike this 
before." 


SOFIA (Agencies) — All non- 
Communist deputies in Bulgaria's 
parliament walked out Friday 
during a debate on a new elector- 
al law, placing a question mark 
over elections planned for mid- 
October. 

They were protesting . what 
they regarded as an attempt by 
the Socialist Party (BSP), former- 
ly the Communist Party, to pass a 
law biased in its favour. 

The Socialists, with 210 seats in 
the 400-seat parliament, put for- 
ward a formula for transfering 
votes which the opposition said 
would favour them as Bulgaria's 
biggest party. 

“The Socialists persist in trying 
to impose their own version of 
vote division which will give them 
an advantage in the elections 
through tbe transfer of votes,” 
said Mihail Nedelchev. spokes- 
man for the opposition Union of 
Democratic Forces (UDF). 

“We will discuss with all non- 
Communist political forces possi- 
bilities for a boycott of the forth- 
coming elections and even with- 
drawing our ministers from the 
government.” 

The socialist chairman of par- 
liament, Nikolai Todorov, said: 
“If there are no elections, it will 
be the fault of the UDF." 

Hie Socialists had proposed 
that the votes in excess of those 
needed to elect deputies in (Hie 
district should be distributed be- 
tween parties according to the 
percentage of votes they re- 
ceived. 


They denied that they were 
trying to rig the elections, noting 
that some other countries used a 
similar system. 

“Italy, for example, has a simi- 
lar transfer of votes and this is 
done in the name of the stability 
of the government and the parlia- 
ment," said Socialist spokes- 
woman Elena Poptodorova. 

“That is why the biggest parties 
receive some bonus in the cal- 
culation of unused votes." 


Such major race-related vio- 
lence has not been seta since 
1981, when hundreds of Mack 
youths rampaged through die 
streets of Brixton, south London, 
shouting about alleged police 
harassment and discrimination. 

Later that year, riots also 
broke out in Taxteth, in Liver- 
pool, and other urban centres. 

The Telford violence prompted 
experts to express fears that simi- 
lar eruptions could occur else- 
where in rural areas, not just in 
urban Britain. 


The UDF, the main opposition 
alliance with 144 seats in parlia- 
ment, was joined in the walkout 
by the Agrarian Union and the 
pro-Turkish Movement for 
Rights and Freedoms. 

The debate on the electoral law 
was then postponed until next 
Monday, raising the prospect that 
elections, already postponed 
from Sept. 29 until mid-October, 
might be delayed still further. 

Meanwhile the United States 
guided missile cruiser Belknap, 
flagship of the U.S. Sixth Fleet, 
arrived in the Black Sea port of 
Varna Friday for the first-ever 
visit of a U.S. warship to Bul- 
garia. 


“I would not want it thought 
that what happened in Telford 
could not happen elsewhere. 
There are all sorts of places with 
sizeable ethnic communities," 
said Peter Sanders, bead of the 
Commission for Racial Equality 
(CRE). a government watchdog. 

Mr. Sanders said the Telford 
events had “come out of the 
blue" but warned racial tension 
was not limited to dries. 


On board was the commander 
of the Sixth Fleet, Vice-Admiral 
William Owens, who will travel 
to Bulgaria’s capital Sofia next 
week for talks with senior milit- 
ary officials and politicians. 

Tbe crew of the 9.000-tonne 
ship will spend some of their time 
in Bulgaria helping to rebuild a 
children's home hear Varna. 


Police in Telford have laun- 
ched an inquiry into die shooting 
of 24-year-old Ian Gordon, who 
had a history of psychiatric dis- 
orders. He was pointing an un- 
loaded air-pistol at police when 
he was shot by marksmen. 

Local residents say relations 
between the local black and 
Asian and the white community - 
have long been tense. Others 
accuse the police of harassment. 

“Black and white axe fighting 
all the time," he said. “Everyone 
knows there's racism,” said Mr. 
Spence, who is black. 

Another resident, Colin 
DorcD, accused the police of 
harassing the people of Hadley. 


behind a tank la a Croatian village as they 


come under sniper attack from nearby mb. 


Yugoslav forces clash with Serbs; 


EC observers come under attack 


BELGRADE (R) — Fresh fight- 
ing erupted Saturday between 
security forces and Serbian guer- 
rillas in a new zone of conflict in 
Croatia where European Com- 
munity (EC) observers had a 
narrow escape after bullets hit 
their helicopter. 

Croatian officials said guerril- 
las resumed an attack on the town 
of Okucani. 120 kilometres east 
of tbe Croatian capital Zagreb, 
after an overnight lull but gave no 
other details. 

At least one Croatian police- 
man was killed Friday in a battle 
which started when guerrillas 
mortar-shelled the town, in the 
hitherto peaceful area of western 
Slavonia where local Serbs de- 
clared autonomy earlier in the 
week. 

Zagreb's interior Ministry said 
six of its police and nine civilians 
were injured in what it called the 
94th breach of a 10-day-old cease- 
fire in the republic called by 
Yugoslavia’s federal presidency. 

No figures were available for 
possible Serbian casualties. 

EC officials on an observer 
mission had a narrow escape Fri- 
day when bullets smashed the 
windows and radio of their heli- 
copter, which had flown too close 
to the fighting zone. 

The two observers and two 
crew from the Netherlands, Lux- 
embourg and Italy, landed safely 
in a nearby field. 

It was unclear if they had been 
shot at deliberately. But an EC 


spokesman said tbe 12-member 
bloc would protest to federal au- 
thorities in Belgrade, who 
pledged to guarantee the moni- 
tors’ safety when they were in- 
vited to Yugoslavia in July. 

“We are going to express our 
concern and press for an inves- 
tigation," he said. 

Hie 50-strong team of civilian 
monitors, whose distinctive white 
dothes and white vehicles carry 
the blue and gold EC flag, said 
they were carrying on work as 
normal Saturday despite tbe inci- 
dent. 

An official spokesman for the 
mission in Zagreb was unavail- 
able to comment on why the 
helicopter had been in eastern 
Croatia. Dutch offidals said it 
had been heading for Belgrade. 

The monitors' mandate was to 
observe compliance with a cease- 
fire between the federal army and 
local defence forces in the rebel 
northern Republic of Slovenia, 
which Hke Croatia declared inde- 
pendence on June 25. 

More than 300 people have 
died in fighting since June 25 in 
the two republics, most of them 
in clashes between Croatian 
forces and Serbian guerrillas who 
have been extending areas of 
Croatia under their control. 

In Croatia, the monitors were 
supposed only to observe related 
movements, such as the return to 
barracks of army units deployed 
in Slovenia. 

A later attempt to extend their 


5 Madagascar provinces opt for federalism 


ANTANANARIVO (R) — Five 
of six provinces on the Indian 
Ocean island of Madagascar have 
declared federal status in wbat 
appears to be a move by embat- 
tled President Didier Ratsiraka to 
thwart opposition calls for his 
resignation. 

State-run Radio Madagascar 
said the five provinces of Antsir- 
amana, Fianararantsoa, Maha- 
janga, Totiara and Toamasina 
were setting up provisional gov- 
ernments within a greater federal 
union headed by the 54-year-old 
Ratsiraka. 


opposition which is far less strong 
in the countryside. 

The province of Antananarivo, 
also the capital and bastion of 
opposition support, was the only 
province not to declare federal 
status. 


Mr. Ratsiraka has faced weeks 
of mounting opposition pressure 
to resign after 16 years in office. 
A general strike called by the 
opposition active forces coalition 
has virtually paralysed the island. 

Political analysts said the initia- 
tive was an attempt by Mr. Rat- 
siraka to outmanoeuvre the 


The move was announced one 
week after several people were 
killed and dozens injured in anti- 
government demonstrations on 
tiie island. 

In the radio broadcast, the five 
provinces said they took the deri- 
sion to proclaim a federal status 
simultaneously after calling 
emergency sessions of their re- 
spective “popular councils.” 

Meanwhile Americans have 
been warned to stay away from 
Madagascar because demonstra- 
tions there have turned violent 
and gangs of youths have been 
attacking foreigners in the 
capital. 


Hie city was calm Friday but 
one newspaper reported that 138 
demonstrators were lulled last 
weekend. 

About 300 Americans re- 
portedly live in the country; 70 
more are connected with the U.S. 
government. 

The U.S. State Department 
said in its warning, issued earlier 
this week, that a curfew has been 
imposed in the capital and its 
suburbs. Violent street crime was 
reported to have risen dramati- 
cally, particularly against expatri- 
ates. Americans already in tbe 
dty should avoid downtown, it 
said. 

The department noted that the 
airport may be dosed and flights 
curtailed. Strikes may disrupt 
other services and there are fuel 
shortages in many areas. Amer- 
icans were asked to stay in close 
touch with the U.S. embassy in 
Antananarivo. 
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Girl saved after 10 
minutes under water 


conflict 


operations to cover the fighting 
between Serbs and Croats foiled. 

A special EC envoy, Henry 
Wijnaendts, the Dutch ambassa- 
dor to France, was due to meet 
Croatian President Franjo Tudj- 
man in Zagreb Saturday to urge 
renewed peace efforts. 

Zagreb Television said five 
Croatian National Gurads and 
several civilians had been taken 
hostage by guerrillas in Okucani. 

A photographer at the scene 
said that strong Croatian forces, 
including armoured vehicles, had 
massed around the town. 

The Yugoslav News Agency, 
Tanjug, said Croatian forces bad 
blocked off major roads around 
Okucani and the area was tense. 
It said many Serbs from the area 
had fled their homes. 

Croats form the majority in 
ethnically-mixed western Slavo- 
nia. Serbian guerrillas say they 
are defending the wish of 
Croatia's 600,000-strong Serbian 
minority to stay m the 72-year-old 
multi-ethnic Yugoslav state. 

Saturday's renewed fighting is 
another blow to federal leaders’ 
hopes that the ceasefire could 
bold, smoothing the way for poli- 
tical talks on the future of the 
divided state of 23.5 million 
people. 

These are due to begin in Bel- 
grade next Tuesday and involve 
the presidents of Yugoslavia’s six 
feuding 1 republics as wed as the 
eight-man collective presidency. 
Previous talks have collapsed. 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin and Kazakh 
leader Nursultan Nazarbayev 
have offered to mediate in a 
bloody conflict between the 
Soviet Republics of Armenia and 
Azerbaijan. 

Soviet News Agency (TASS) 
said Saturday the two leaders 
were ready to help restore peace 
in the disputed southern territory 
of Nagorno-Karabakh, where 
more than 800 people have been 
killed in the past three years. 

Hie offer was made in a joint 
message to Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev, after talks be- 
tween Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. 
Nazar bayev, leaders of the two 
biggest republics, in the Kazakh 
capital of Alma-Ata. 

The message made no specific 
reference to about 40 Soviet sol- 
diers being held hostage 
in Nagorno-Karabakh by Arme- 
nian militants demanding the re- 
lease of fellow Armenians impris- 
oned by Azerbaijan, which ac- 
cuses them of terrorism. 

“Yeltsin and Nazarbayev sug- 
gest undertaking vigorous efforts 
to organise without any pre- 
conditions direct talks between 
the leaders of the warring par- 
ties," TASS said. 

They said talks should be 
attended by Mr. Gorbachev and 
cover every aspect of the dispute,' 
including ceasefire terms. 

They offered to act as guaran- 
tors of compliance with the terms 
of any peace accord, saying: 'The 
logic of such actions is dictated by 
tbe unacceptability of further 
escalation of the fratricidal war." 

They said Soviet troops should 
not be involved in passport 
checks in Azerbaijan, which 
Armenia says are being used as a 
pretext for harassment and de-. 
porta tion of its nationals. 

Tbe Soviet Ulterior Ministry 
warned Thursday it was prepared 
to use force to free the soldiers 
held in Nagorno-Karabakh, a 
mountainous enclave claimed by 
both republics. 


OSLO (AP) — An American. / 

phvsician pulled an unconscious 
giri from a lake and revived}^ " 4 

after she had been submerged 
more than 10 minutes in a boating 
accident, newspapers reported -i 

Friday. Dagbladet, a major Qski- =- 
daily, devoted its front page to K P 
the story and said Gerald Kied- 
rowski of Fargo, North Dakota, 
was a hero. “I was just doing my 
job," Dr. Kiedrowski^ 42, told 
the newspaper. The 10-year -old 
giri bad stopped breathing- and 
her heart had stopped beating 
before the doctor leaned over the 
side of a lifeboat Thursday and 
pulled her out. Crewmen held his 
ankles as he ducked under the 
surface of chilly Lake Mjctesa in 
southern Norway. Police ixf The 
mountain town of Liliehamtner 
said the giri remained uncon- 
scious but in stable condition in 
hospital Friday. Her name ’was 
not released. ‘T think she is going 
to be fine," Dr. Kiedrowski said. ± 
"Six years ago I saved a boy who 
had been underwater for 45 mi- 
nutes. Now he's completely nor- 
mal.” Dr. Kiedrowski of St. 

Johns Hospital in Fargo, was in 
Norway .with hisson’s ice hockey 
team. He was sightseeing aboard 
an old paddle-wheeler, -Skiblad- . 
oar, when a 6-metre long sail- ■ 
boat became tangled in the pad- 
dle wheels and capsized. Tbe 
sailboat's 66-year-old Norwegian 
owner, bleeding from a facial 
injury, dung to the boat's up- 3 
turned keel and was rescued by a 
man in a motorboat. His grand- j 
daughter and a dog were trapped 
in the sunken hull. The. man in j. 
the motorboat shouted that he j. 
saw a face under the water. Kied- \ 
rowski got into the lifeboat k>- ■" 

wered by Skibladner crewmen 
and they rowed to the wreck.. “I 
could just see the girl about a 
metre under the surface," Kied* 
rowski said. “I had to convince, 
the others that there was still 
hope. Small children have a so- 
called ‘diver reflex’ that ensures 
blood to the heart and brain 
during long periods under cold fp 
water." Kiedrowski began artifi- 
cial respiration and showed a 


The region is located hi crewman how to perform heart 
administered by Azerbaijan but (^pnassage while the lifeboat 


populated mostly by Arme- 
nians. 

The Armenian militants re- 
leased three of their Soviet hos- 
tages Friday. Negotiations con- 
tinued to secure the release of the 
others. 

TASS said Soviet troop rein- 
forcements were being drafted 
into the village of Aterk where 
the hostages are being held. 

The Armenians have suggested 
that imprisoned rebels be trans- 
ferred to Yeltsin's Russian Fed- 
eration. where their alleged 
crimes would be investigated by 
republican authorities. 

In a separate development, 
Alexander Yakovlev, one of Mr. 
Gorbachev's closest advisers and 
philosopher behind many of his 
reforms, has joined millions of 
countrymen who quit the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Yakovlev's departure Fri- 
day came a day after a party 
commission recommended be be 
expelled for helping form the 
Democratic Reform Movement, 
a loose coalition that may chal- 
lenge the ruling Communists. 


headed for a lakeside ambulance, 
“That trip to land seemed awfully 
long," he said. As the lifeboat 
reached a dock, the girl's heart 
began to beat on its own. Fire- 
men who returned later to clear 
the wreckage heard whining. 
They cut a hole in the hull ami 
pulled out a 1 soaked but over- 
joyed golden retriever dog, which 
had apparently found an air 
pocket. 


Charles reveals 
a naked ambition 


m 

Elections test pace of political reform in Mexico 


MEXICO CITY (R) — Mexicans 
vote Sunday in mid-term elec- 
tions seen as a referendum on the 
economic reforms of President 
Carlos Salinas de Gortari and a 
test of whether he can match 
economic tranformation with 
deep political change. 

Mr. Salinas has won wide- 
spread praise for the economic 
reforms that have slashed infla- 
tion, shored up public finances 
and spurred 4.8 per cent econo- 
mic growth during the first half of 
1991. 

But he has also been criticised, 
at home and abroad, for failing to 
add “glasnost” or serious demo- 
cratic reform to his economic 
project, dubbed “Salinastroika" 
by the Mexican press. 

Mexico’s political system has 
made it the most stable country in 
Latin America, and Mr. Salinas’s 
economic policies have lured 
foreign investment that boosted 
its capital accounts surplus to 
S8.72 billion during the first half 
of 1991. 

But the country now stands 
alone with Cuba as the last bas- 
tion of one-party rale in Latin 
America — and democratic 
changes elsewhere in the region 
have made it look more and more 
like a political anac h ron i s m . 

Mr. Salmas came to the pres- 
.idency through disputed elections 
in 1988 in which the Institutional 
Revolutionary Party (PRJ) — the 
longest-ruling party outride of the 
Communist world — received its' 


lowest vote ever. 

In the 62 years since it was 
formed the PRI has been accused 
of rigging countless federal and 
state elections to maintain its 
stranglehold on power, and Mr. 
Salinas himself has been dogged 
’by accusations that his govern- 
ment is the result of fraud. 

Though he has repeatedly said 
he is committed to dean politics. 
Mr. Salinas called out police and 
troops to halt protests against 
alleged electoral fraud in local 
elections last year, and the PRI’s 
sweep of state congressional seats 
and 121 mayorships in the state of 
Mexico last November drew 
widespread charges of vote-rig- 
ging. 

In Sunday’s elections six gov- 
ernorships, half tbe 64-seat Sen- 
ate and the entire Congress are at 
stake and polls show the PRI, yet 
again, routing its left and right- 
wing opponents. 

Electoral reforms, including 
new voter roles and identification 
cards, transparent ballot boxes 
and a new federal electoral insti- 
tute. were approved by Congress 
last year to ensure that the poll — 
the first nationwide race since 
Mr. Salinas took office — will be 
free and fair. 

The electorate remains sceptic- 
al, however, and analysts say this 
is sure to be reflected in a high 
degree of absenteeism despite a 
last-minute appeal by Mr. Salinas 
for Mexicans to vote and streng- 
then their “democratic institu- 


tions.” 

Mr. Salinas appears to enjoy a 
high approval rating thanks to his 
economic policies, including a 
high-profile programme to eradi- 
cate extreme poverty. 

His move to negotiate a free 
trade agreement between Mex- 
ico, the United States and Cana- 
da has raised the srakes for Sun- 
day’s race. Any sign that the 
PRI is up to its old tricks could 
provide powerful ammunition to 
opponents of the trade pact in the 
U.S. Congress and Canad ian 
parliament. 

A high government official said 
Mr. Salinas had personally 
ordered state governors and 
other authorities “to guarantee 
clean elections" in a series of 
recent meetings. 

Meanwhile, a self-described 
prostitute is fighting for the rights 
of the social outcasts who 1'rve and 
work on the mean streets of 
Mexico City in her bid for elec- 
tion to the city's District Assem- 
bly in Sunday polls. 

Her candidacy has received 
surprisingly little attention in the 
Mexican media, mast likejy be- 
cause it is just the sort of thing 
people in this predominantly Ro- 
man Catholic nation would rather 
not talk about. 

But Claudia Colimoro, 35, 
candidate of the left-wing Re- 
volutionary Workers Party fl*RT) 
for a seat on Mexico City District 
Assembly, says she has already 


made history by beco min g tbe 
first woman in Latin America 
who has gone into politics as an 
admitted prostitute. 

/ ‘T had my doubts at first about 
entering politics," Ms. CoHmoro, 
clad in a skin-tight red and black 
mini-skin with matching earrin gs , 

“But now I do it with pleasure 
and anger — anger for not having 
done it before, for not having 
dared before," she said in a husky 
voice. J 

Ms. Colimoro says an enor- 
mous stigma is attached to pro- 
smrtioQ in Mexico — “we’re 

forced to lead double lives” 

and one of her campaign prom- 
ises is to fight for legalisation of 
tbe trade. 

“Being legal it would just be 
another profession, it would 
the corruption, the extortion and 
the acts of violence." she said, 
referring to abuses by the police 
and other authorities. 

She calls for the creation of 
free night schools for prostitutes 
and nurseries for their children 
and pushes the plan as she walks 

tte s toppfag 

ana restaurants m the capital. 

TTw platform also includes aiir 
forthe legalisation of abortion, 

AIDS and sex education in prim! 

promotion 

jy tee education for everyone 
and government housing and ioh 
PPP^ 1 ^ te Mexico City's 

towdes of street chfldrpn. ^ 


LONDON (AP) — Prince.^ 
Charles has told students that he 1 
would like to draw a nod? model, 
but was worried about what the 
press would make of such an 
endeavour. The prince was in 
Oxford speaking to students at 
tbe architecture summer school 
he established to promote his 
vision of architecture on a human 
scale and in rime «with its sur- 
roundings. Students at the 
school, who come from around 
the world, spend three weeks at 
Magdalen College, Oxford, and 
three weeks in Italy. As wdl as 
drawings buildings, students at 
the school sketch plants and 
nodes to improve their sense of 
proportion and perspective. 
Cranese student Doreen Liu told 
reporters Prince Charles said he 
would like to be able to draw 
nudes as well. But according to 
hfc. Liu, 23, he said he thought -ft 
wise to reast the temptation “be- 
cause he was afraid be would be 
on the news." While Prince 
Oiaries was at Oxford, his grand- 
mother , queen mother, wel- 
comed other members of the 

royal family to a tratfitiona] sum- 
mer gathering at her home in 
Caitfaness . Scotland. She offered 

a special greeting to Princes Ann 

for her 41st birthday 


Soviet scientists 
engineer new 
mink colours 


MOSCOW (R) - Soviet sriep- 
tots have developed genetic en- 

to produce 

new cofoum fo udnkifor 
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fashkm markets, the 
Soviet newspaper Izvestia has 

tteenbed mink dis- 
played by scientist Oleg Trapeze* 
at a small experimental fejroin 
iihena as unprecedented on the 


world market “IftU WbtaS 
3? 1 and that's exactly wfeat 
n3med V quoad Mr. 

tey to development 
of many, new colours, though ft 
^ not dev when these <5dd I* i 
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